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VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS ~ Sue Stannard 01449 767752
RECTOR ~ Rev. Canon Susan Loxton 01379 388493
revioxton@gmail,com
PCC SECRETARY ~ Emma Morris 01449 766117
CHURCH WARDEN ~ Tim Rowe 07775 872742
WETHERINGSETT V C PRIMARY SCHOOL 01449 766215
Executive Headteacher ~Imogen Wallis imogen.wallis@wvcpschool.com
Head of School ~ Natalie Diwan mrsdiwan@wvcpschool.com
Chair of Governors ~ Jo Pitt

PARISH TREE WARDEN ~ Elizabeth Aldred 01728 860482
TOWNLANDS TRUST ~ Lynne Cockerton 01728 862001
PARISH FOOTPATH WARDEN ~ Elizabeth Aldred 01728 860482
RSPCA Suffolk Central ~ lan Hendry 01449 767747
NON-EMERGENCY POLICE ~ Reporting, Info or Enquiries 101

MENDLESHAM HEALTH CENTRE 01449 767722
NEWSLETTER ~ Editor, Cally Buch 01449 766417

~ Adverts/Invoicing, Bernie Grindlay 07745 503967
~ Distribution, Sue & Eddie Payne 07857 686067

Email ~ wetheringsettnews@gmail.com

DISCLAIMER

All adverts are placed in good faith, and the publishers cannot undertake responsibility
for work carried out. The opinions expressed in articles are not necessarily those of the
editor. We cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of material submitted for
publication; however, we reserve the right to refuse inclusion; to edit or amend as we
think appropriate.

The newsletter is produced in good faith but errors and omissions may occur during the
process of production. Please let us know if this is the case so that any errors may be
corrected in future editions.
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Welcome to the February 2025
issue of your Newsletter
As I write this the aconites are out and the snowdrops are
breaking through, getting ready to brighten up the February
days, along with the early crocus. February is the third month
of winter, and in my books that means we're almost through to
. Spring! Although we still have time to enjoy
“ew o . Thelonger evenings indoors.
ﬁ'wwi Lots packed into this month's issue - so enjoy
%3; February. % - the read, and if you have anything interesting
'?’3«5./[4' %¥ _ youwould like to share, please write in. Have a

v vwr . . good month and Happy .
« =, Valentine's Day Cally (Editor)

Citizens Advice need volunteers!

‘aiﬂ:fc'f Mid Suffolk
Mid Suffolk Citizens Advice Bureau currently have

opportunities within our friendly, welcoming team of
volunteers in our Stowmarket office.

Every volunteer gets something different from their volunteering experience,
including the opportunity to:

make a positive difference to people's lives

improve self-esteem, confidence and wellbeing

gain invaluable work experience

receive high-quality training and develop new skills

use existing skills and knowledge to benefit the local community

meet new people from a range of backgrounds

feel valued and part of a team

change the way things work for the better

If you can spare a bit of time, please get in touch for an informal, no
obligation chat on 01449 676060 or visit midsuffolkcab.org.uk/volunteer

Contributions from the village community for inclusion in the newsletter
are welcomed
Deadline for copy 15th of every month




Wetheringsett Church of England Primary School
office@wvcpschool.com
01449 766215

School Newsletter Collective Worship Theme: Generosity

We certainly had a very busy time in school last term. We had our SIAMS
inspections as well as our Ofsted inspection both of which had positive outcomes.
There were Harvest, Remembrance and a delightful Nativity services at the church
with a good turnout from all our families.

Christmas Service:

Our Christmas Service was a great
success. It was wonderful to see our
collective worship ambassadors
leading the service and to watch
each of the class’ contributions to
the service. Lime Class performed
the Nativity ‘Whoops a Daisy Angel’
and Chestnut and Sycamore Class

read the story of the first Christmas
from the bible and performed a variety
of carols as well as treating us to a brass
band performance.

Pantomime Trip

The whole school enjoyed a trip to the
Theatre Royal Bury St. Edmunds to see
Aladdin.




Christmas Lunch: ~ -

Once again Wetheringsett
Manor cooked the pupils and / ‘ h\

staff a delicious Christmas

Lunch. The children made ‘\ & )
their own hats and we also % b J L
wore Christmas jumpers in aid &

of Save the Children. -

Visitors in School

Greg Fitch who is a guitarist came and took a collective worship with the children and
demonstrated playing the electric guitar, the acoustic guitar and the Ukulele.

~ w Hari visited all of KS2 to talk about his Hindu
worldview. The children prepared questions to ask
him. Sycamore class then had a Bollywood dancing
session with a performance from Hari.

As you can see this year has started with an action

packed term and this Spring term will
be no less busy. We have a compu-
ting trip to Adastral Park planned
together with a trip to the zoo to
study animal classification. We look
forward to updating you on the suc-
cesses of these new ventures.

With best wishes from all of the staff at Wetheringsett Church of England Primary
School.

You can read a review of the schools’ OFSTED on page 36



Are you looking for something fun @ $% ﬁ&%%ﬁ @ Q % Q

to do with your dog? Come and try | %% KELLYS CRAFTY CORNER .
Hoopers HABERDASHERY %

2 Chancery Lane, Debenham, IP14 6RN %

An exciting new canine sport For all your haberdashery needs
suitable for every shape & size of //?‘We sell fabric, wool buttons, ribbons,i

dogs from 6mths old i crafting kits and so much more! %
Nervous or Reactive dogs %} We host
welcome too 1-1 group workshops, WWW%

; B parties at Crafty Corywror
Beginners classes ?nd 1-2-1 .held/ata/ (omof your Yo
lessons now available at

Brockford Sidings Dog Park % 17ZGet in tou‘:ht;enq:'rez ) g
Fully Insured and Accredited Canine 01728 598 550 / 07835 450 28

Hoopers UK (CHUK) Instructor. i OPENING HOURS /?\
For details and to book please Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday i

call or WhatsApp Sue on - 9am — 4pm

07748 587 131 or email— o Kelly’s Crafty Corner @ @kellys craftycorner,

fullsteamdogs@gmail.com @ o ﬁ% /ﬁ%g\% & Q

Providing Personal Care [l» I RVLITH,T-Y-Yo B 10 RV7 14 R
in your own Home

Personal Care
Dementia Care

Respite Care Requesta @
Help Around the Brochure or book

House an appointment

on 01449 763086

Day Trips Special o T

Occasions

We only employ people who love to care.

A MyCare

Supporting Independent Living

Recruiting
NOW!
We need
exceptional
people who
love to
care
www.mycare-athome.co.uk




Wetheringsett cum Brockford Parish Council
Report of meeting held 6 January 2025

Mid Suffolk Taxi Bus Service — from 4 November last year the Rural Connect
community bus service operated by Communities Together East Anglia has
provided transport services across north Mid Suffolk.

The service operates as ‘demand responsive’ with a pre-bookable door-to-
door service. Routes are still being developed and at a later stage could be
extended subject to demand.

The service covers three geographical areas: Eye and Diss, Eye and Debenham,
and Stowmarket - connecting people living in outlying villages with local towns
and beyond. It will use a fully electric vehicle as part of the fleet.

Bookings can be made via phone or email up to two weeks in advance, or via
card payment on board. Journeys will cost:

e 1to4 miles-£3.00

e 5to7 miles-£4.50

e 8to 10 miles- £ 6.50

e 11to 13 miles-£8.00

e 14to 16 miles-£10.00

e 17 to 20 miles- £ 12.00

Strategic stops at rail stations, colleges, as well as employment and leisure
hubs, are designed to support commuting residents of all ages.

The service has been funded by Mid Suffolk District Council and transport can
be booked online at suffolktaxibus.com or telephone: 01449 866866.
Flooding — flood remedial work is still being monitored. The Parish Council has
completed its revised Emergency Plan, this will come into action in the event
of any future emergency and a copy will be supplied to all households via the
Parish Magazine as well as a Look Out for Others scheme, please do look out
for your neighbours. Many thanks were recorded to Clir Mrs Kaylee van Zyl
for her work on the plan.

Parish Precept — a precept of £13,708 for the coming financial year was
agreed. This is a slight increase on last year and has taken into account some
inflationary increases to services maintained by the Parish Council, ie grass
cutting, waste bin emptying, play area maintenance, a small village hall
reserve, insurance and a contingency fund for any unexpected items that
could occur over the next year.

Date of next meeting: Monday 3 February 2025, 7pm at the Village Hall,
Wetheringsett — ALL WELCOME




+ POWER SWEEP METHOD USED FOR A
MORE THOROUGH CLEAN THAN A BRUSH

+ FULLY INSURED

+ INSURANCE RECOGNISED CERTIFICATES
ISSUED ON EVERY SWEEP

+ GOLD MASTER MEMBER OF GUILD OF
MASTER CHIMNEY SWEEPS

+ ALL CHIMNEYS, WOOD/MULTI FUEL BURN-
ERS, AGA, BOILER FLUES SWEPT

+  BIRD GUARDS FITTED

TEL: (01359) 232335

EMALIL: ecosweep@live.com

| PERIOD PROPERTY
y RESTORATION

B : )
B\ . renovalion work.all repaird. |
RN reroralion Kot merdlona,

FANN roofing. decoration etc.

o & Bacton.
(01449) 781575 =

Complete Bujlding Service )

()

-

Traditional Oak Carpent;y

Conservation and Construction

www.traditionaloakcarpentry.co.uk

New Homes

Extensions
Garden Frames
| Structural Repairs
Historic Reports
Design Service

01449 768817



Debenham Shed

Our first Craft Workshop will be on Saturday
8" March from 10am-2pm: Wood turning and
bird nest boxes. If you are interested in attend-
ing please email crafts@debenhamshed.org.uk
or one of the telephone numbers below.

|
o~ A

We’'ll be using our woodworking area which is now set up, and we are
grateful to Sealey Tools of Bury St Edmunds who have donated PPE
(above) and other equipment.

Debenham Shed is at 2 Fields Farm, Low Road (IP14 6BJ). We are open on
Monday mornings 9am-12pm, Fridays 10am-5pm and normally the second
Saturday morning of each month. Membership by the year, half-year or
PAYG.

Chairman: Rob Davies 07952 556152 Treasurer: Tony Hutt 07906 614328.
Visit our website at www.debenhamshed.org.uk (sign up to newsletters
on the Contact page) Email info@debenhamshed.org.uk . Like our Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/DebenhamShed.

What is Debenham Shed? A place to make things by yourself, with guid-
ance or with others. It could be in metal, cloth, wood or plastic. We have
lots of tools and materials. You may want to repair or make new—the limit
is your imagination. It is also for social connecting and friendship building,
sharing skills and knowledge, and of course a lot of laughter. Debenham
shed is open to all adults.

9
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Your local quality
Cleaning service

\,/ Domestic @
v Office & o b/

V Jones

a 2
% _ e W

/i "

Ce witha° Ower 20 years experience
Please contact Sarah on Please contact Vince on

(07890) 280052 07389 808982 or

Thanks!  References available | | vjonescarpentry@gmail.com

R, 07746 213 000 & gesuffolk@gmail.com & www.suffolkge.com

Based in Wetheringsett, near Stowmarket
we at S.G.C. Ltd are a reliable and
professional construction company
with high workmanship standards at
very competitive prices.

We undertake all types of building
works from patios to new build
properties from start to finish.

v Groundworks
v Landscaping
+ Hardscaping
+ Renovations

+ Extensions .
v New Build =

If you're looking to start a project no matter on the size please get in touch and see how we can help you.

10
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S.C.CLIFFORD
PAINTER & DECORATOR

* INTERIOR/EXTERIOR ¢ PRIVATE & COMMERCIAL
9 Stowmarket Road FREE

Stonham Aspal ESTIMATES
Stowmarket
Suffolk IP14 6AB

Tel: STOWMARKET (01449) 711369

Gas Boilers and Heating, Bathrooms, Kitchens,
and Plumbing.

Justin Vince
Q7585081787

vinceplumbingandheating@gmail.com REGISTER




Curtains Up

Happy New Ygar To You
from €veryong at
Curtains Up
Well, what a great time we all had in our First ever
Christmas Show - we had great fun. Thank you to every-
one who came along and supported us.
We truly value our audience.

All the hard work paid off, we battled through lots of
coughs and colds, always a worry!!! And as they say - it
was ‘alright on the night’! As always it is the tremendous

team behind us that makes it all possible so we say a

Bla@ THUNRYOU TO YOu sl

After a short rest we are already planning our 2025 Productions.
We are about to read our next Script, and hope to be performing in
JUNE and again in DECEMBER. So, we had better get a move on!

Look out for more details very soon

roup Must have
o amount of work Your 9
'+ eliove what a staggerng av o costumes, The
Com ++\0@ st on last night's cutertamment - 4 plavs, :V\ S nall
o i ° Pﬂ/\@ music and singing not to mention decora \l\lna e
\ ’ . ono.
l\o)h+}2f) food, a raffle and a quiz for everyone. So‘Wf5 o msehves. T
Pt oves @, d everyone seemed o ve really ewiouln) Barbara
reat evenin .
aoPe qou are all prond of what ol achieNed.

i
LSusan, we both loved a1 0

~« 5 A\f@ 9200 Eist, ang You got ;the * short sketopeg a
A ( u MY complimentg to all Your ¢ Whole stoy, told
N 4, the food g |,
¥

Volumte
M \/ch, Er actors gy catey-
ﬂl/l,5 thalfbk_g amn

da )
Pete and chyic Merry Christiupg



Curtains Up ....
1n gvening of Christmas Comedy and Chaos

On Friday 6™ December 2024, in a packed
Village Hall, Wetheringsett was treated to an

evening of fun and laughter when “Curtains Up” presented
their Christmas show.
The relatively small cast performed four short
plays featuring Ebenezer Scrooge, the 12 Days of Christmas,
Gifts and finally, Cinderella. The costumes were a delight, the
players engaging and the lighting and sound
effects really enhanced the performance. How
Curtains Up manage to put on such great
entertainment from the small rooms behind the stage remains
a mystery.
During the evening there were intervals for a Christmas Supper, a tasty spread
soon demolished, and a credit to Michelle and her helpers, a Christmas jumper
competition and a raffle. Some stage entrances were planned, some
unplanned, but that all added to the comedy. In the final play the audience
clapped and sang while the two ugly sisters danced in the aisle. Memorable!
The evening ended with balloons and ticker tape showering the
audience.....and many smiling faces.

Thank you Curtains Up for a brilliant evening. The village

awaits your next performance.




GREEH MAL, /v

Forestry & Tree Care Qﬁ . %ﬁk

Horse Logging . MW
Tree & Hedge Maintenance - “b 5 H
Health Report & Advice

Tree Felling (only as last resort) /%W
NPTC quahﬁed - fully insured ,lt/ S

; d 7 ‘,
P& JASON HAs Loeglroms,@..e R /

Ring: JASON o77%¢| 339432 }

[1.
YOSQ Strength
Calmness

BOOST YOUR WELLBEING WITH YOGA

Whether you are an athlete or an absolute beginner, why not try it for
yourself? Discover the Yogaways to increase your flexibility, build
strength, improve your balance, breathe more effectively, feel calmer,
and have fun. You dont need to be able to reach your toes!

Classes every Wednesday evening at Wetheringsett Village Hall
6.30pm start
If you are interested in coming along, please contact me for further
details: -
Amanda Wearing. Telephone: 01449 711674;
Email: atwearing@yahoo.co.uk

14
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Friends of

Debenham Library SUﬁOlk
Come and warm up! Debenham L'b '
Library is one of very few warm, I ra rIeS
public spaces in Debenham where
——"‘ you can come without charge to read, use the wifi and

computers and make yourself a drink on a Sunday

afternoon. Or any other time when we’re open! Printing and photocopying
services are also available.

',— —
s
- 4.

E. “AA

AN

Our spl‘endld Advent Wmdow was constructed by Chrissy and
Pam. Here’s an'inside photo.

An announcement about the award of the library contract has still not been
made at the time of writing (now two months overdue) but discussions
are ongoing with Suffolk County Council.

Please note that the mobile library no longer stops at Debenham.
Books, DVDs, WiFi, Computers, Printing/photocopying/scanning, CDs and audiobooks,
downloadable films/music/audiobooks/ebooks, free reservations. The room is available for
hire outside opening hours

Opening hours:

X
Tuesday: 0930 am —1300 pm Wednesday: 1500 —1930 pm n . . E
Saturday: 0900 am —1300 pm  Sunday: 1200 —1600 pm

Email:debenham.library@suffolklibraries.co.uk
Facebook: DebenhamLibraryAndFriends
Tel: 01728 861940

www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/visit/locations-and-times/debenham-library

15
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I'he Hair Studio at Mendlesham Ltd

BEV & KIRSTY

FORMERLEY CURL UP & DYE

WE ARE BOTH FULLY QUALIFIED WITH OVER 40

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE BETWEEN US

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE AND PERSONAL ATTENTION
IN ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRDRESSING

PERMS: COLOURS: HI-LITES:
CASUAL PUT-UPS WEDDING HAIR: RESTYLES Etc

FOR ALL THE FAMILY AT UNBEATABLE PRICES

EAR PIERCING AVAILABLE
EASY OFF ROAD PARKING

ALL DEBIT/CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

FOR ALL ADVICE AND APPOINTMENTS

CALL US ON 01449 766977

OR VISIT US AT
Ropers Farm, Church Road, Mendlesham, IP14 5SF

www_ hairstudioatmendlesham.co.uk
=4/ =1 Y/ 7 g =/ =



Loft Insulation Offer gives Suffolk residents
50% off eco-friendly insulation

The Suffolk Loft
Insulation Offer

Keep your home warmer for less g

L

According to The Energy Saving Trust, an uninsulated home loses a quar-
ter of its heat through its roof. For the second year in a row, help to afford
eco-friendly loft insulation is now available for Suffolk residents.

The Suffolk Climate Change Partnership has teamed up with an insulation
provider to help Suffolk residents make their homes warmer and save mon-
ey on their energy bills.

Residents will receive a 50% discount off their purchase of 200mm or
370mm wide insulation rolls (up to £200) with free delivery, from High Loft,
the UK's leading eco loft insulation brand.

The offer is open to anyone in Suffolk and will close once the allocated
funding has been spent. Simply go to www.bit.ly/suffolkloft and fill in the
form to receive your personalised link to order, or call High Loft's insulation
experts on 01706 248203 (Mon — Fri, 9am - 5pm).

Or, to find out more visit www.greensuffolk.org/at-home/funding.

CLIMATE ACTFSN TEAM

working on behalf of Suffolk’s public sector organisations

DID YOU KNOW? l Each of us, on average, bins our body weight in rubbish every three months.

17
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Wetheringsett Church Matters

On behalf of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) and I, may we wish you a belated
Happy New Year.

Another year has rolled round, and we all will
become another year older. The parish church
too continues to show its age, having been built
between the 13th to 15th Century’s and fully
restored in the 1870’s. To raise funds for the
upkeep of the building (for which we receive no
government or central funding), 2025 is the year
where we start, in earnest, the tasks to improve
the facilities that the Church offers. The
volunteer Project Team is looking at re-ordering
the West End to create a community space and
by adding a kitchen servery and toilet facilities.
This will allow greater use by the school and
community groups, as well as opening up the
church to other opportunities. The funds needed will come entirely from a local
benefactor and also grant funding from grant
making charitable institutions. It is hoped that if
we can improve the facilities within the church, we
can also start to hold funding raising events to
raise money your church needs. The Fabric of the
church is in a very poor condition and by
generating additional income, we hope to meet
some of the £200,000 repair costs that are needed.
Church income to =
maintain your
parish church is
generated from
B charity donations
and voluntary

ll donations from the few but committed

® worshippers, whether we welcome them each
week or only occasionally. This income goes
entirely towards running costs, paying the heat and electricity bills, plus a
contribution towards the pension and salary of the incumbent (known as the
Parish Share). If you wish to make a regular donation to help towards the running
costs and upkeep of your local church, there are ways that this can be done easily
through the Parish Giving Scheme. 18




Wetheringsett Church Matters cont.

Flooding

Some in the village suffered because of Storm Babet in Oct 2023, and
unfortunately the effects are still being felt by some today, which also
included members of the worshipping congregation. Along with members of
the Parish Council, | have (as a resident of the parish who also flooded)
attended meetings with Suffolk County Council to look at the causes of the
flooding (and preventative measures) which ultimately resulted from a pro-
longed period of almost unprecedented levels of rainfall. There is little that
could have been done to prevent this, but the PCC have been in touch with
Suffolk County Council (SCC) to discuss how they can look at SCC fencing
along the road and pavement which runs parallel with The

Street. Unfortunately, SCC have advised that the repair and improvement to
the fencing is not a priority so will remain in the same state. | have also asked
SCC about the clearance of the stream and have yet to receive their response,
other than to say that
dredging the stream alone
would not have prevented
the unfortunate flooding.
We continue to be grateful
to residents who have paid
for maintenance that
otherwise would have been
prohibitively expensive and
the PCC will continue to seek
financial support and
assistance to do the best we
possibly can to manage the F
church on behalf of
everyone who lives in the
parish.

Tim Rowe, Church Warden

- Wet-herlg’_gsgtt"‘ — ==
Frlday Oc_toberﬂﬁ_m ==

——




Church launches the Parish Giving Scheme
To meet its £270 weekly running costs.

Could you consider making a sll monthly donation
to help support your Parish church by:

Setting up a regular gift by calling 0333 002 1271
You will need your personal bank details and your parish PGS Code of
Wetheringsett All Saints, 330633138, St Edmundsbury & Ipswich
You have the option of adding Gift Aid to your donation and an annual RPI Increase.
Once completed you will receive confirmation of direct debit and donation details.

Changes to donations can be made to the PGS on 0333 002 1260 or email to
info@parishaiving.ora.uk or to PGS, 76 Kingsholm Road, Gloucester, GL1 3BD.

You can manage your donation online https://www.parishaiving,org,uk/my-pas/

Or use the QR code below to access PGS online to make a
regular or one-off gift

Thank you.

20



Are you looking for a new car for work, but |
s can’t afford to buy a new one, so you've been
; i - jons?

citizens Mid Suffolk looking at second-hand options?

advice

For many people, buying a car is a major purchase
and whether it’s new or second-hand, the process
can seem daunting and complicated. But don’t
worry, there’s lots of information on the steps to take when buying a car and what you
can do afterwards if something goes wrong on the Citizens Advice.

First, where are you going to buy the car? If buying from a trader, choose a trustworthy
one with an established name with a good reputation. Ideally, they will be part of a trade
association or follow the industry’s code of practice.

If buying via an auction, this is much riskier as you’ll have fewer legal protections like the
right to returns or refunds so carefully read the terms and conditions before you bid.

If buying from a private seller, there’s a few extra steps to take. For instance, try to
inspect the car at their home address so if something goes wrong later, you have a record
of that.

Make sure the car’s details are correct by using the DVLA’s free online vehicle information
checker. You’ll need the registration number, MOT test number, mileage and make/
model of the car to do this check. Also, check the car’s MOT history.

Keep a copy of both these results (take a screenshot or download the information) as well
as the original advert or description of the car. You might also consider getting a private
history check to see if the car’s been reported stolen, still has money owing on it, or has
been in a serious crash.

Inspecting the car is crucial before buying. Ideally, do this during the day when it’s not
raining (scratches are harder to see on a wet car) and take it for a test drive for at least 15
minutes and on different types of roads if possible. Check you have the appropriate
insurance for a test drive (either your own or the seller’s policy might cover you).

Once you’ve decided on a car, don’t be afraid to negotiate on the price. If you take out a
loan or finance to buy it, make sure you can afford the repayments over the lifetime of
the contract. If you pay with cash, you will have fewer protections than other options like
debit.

Often, despite doing all these checks, you might find something wrong with the car
after you’ve bought it. You may have a legal right to a repair, the cost of a repair or
some money back but it’s on a case-by-case basis.

Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can provide in depth advice on this issue and much more,
including debt, finances, employment, benefits and family/relationships. You can contact
them by phone on 01449 676060, visit in person at Milton House, 5 Milton Road South,
Stowmarket 1P14 1EZ or use the contact form at midsuffolkcab.org.uk/contact-us.
Opening hours are Monday-Thursday 9.30am — 3.30pm and Friday 9.30am — 12.30pm.
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South Hartismere Benefice

February 2025 Newsletter

Last autumn | got lost in a monastery (as one does). The
monastery in question is on the outskirts of Bruges in
Belgium, and | was there with a small group of priests from
this diocese. The monastery is immense. It was once home
to over a hundred monks, but the community is now down to
less than a dozen. The thing about traditional
monasteries is that they were often built round a square
cloister - turn the wrong way, on entering the cloister, and
it's easy to get lost, because every door looks the same.
There was no one around, and | didn’t want to risk going
i where | shouldn’t. Eventually, through a glazed door, |
Cloister of St Andrew’s Abbey, spotted one of the domestic staff. “I'm lost”, | said to this
Zevenkerken-Brugge lady. She gave me a sweet smile, and said: “You're not

lost, because you've been found.”

You're not lost, because you've been found. Those words stayed with me. Being lost - and
being found - are experiences that strike deep chords in the human psyche. Maybe this is so
from our very beginning. The new-born baby, expelled from the security of the womb, is lost
until it's found again in its mother’s arms. | don’t know whether my rescuer had ever sung
Amazing Grace, whether in Flemish or English, but she was certainly near the heart of it: ‘|
once was lost, but now I'm found’.

Some people experience this when falling in love: the sense that the days of searching and
confusion are over; the sense of self-discovery; the sense of being found. | certainly resonate
with that. At other times it might be discovering a skill, a career path, a sport, a new interest.
For some, it might be coming, as an outsider, to live in Suffolk. | resonate with that tool

We have to be honest, of course: sometimes events challenge the source of the security and
identity we thought we had found. ‘| once was found, but now I’'m lost.” Bereavement, is a case
in point, as | can also testify. | was fortunate in a wise counsellor who persuaded me that
nothing could take away the experience and impact of being found, or the love that had found
me.

If the sense of being lost and found is so central to human life, it's no surprise to find it at the
heart of Christianity also. Jesus said of himself that he had come “to seek and to save the
lost”. Down the centuries, men and women have discovered that in following Jesus they have
been received a new identity, a new sense of direction and purpose. A moral dimension has
been given to lives that might otherwise have drifted or focused on self-satisfaction alone.
They have found that what they are in Christ is somehow truer and more authentic than they
would ever have been without him. We are no longer lost, because we have been found. As a
modern hymn puts it:

“For the wonders that surround us,

For the truths that still confound us,

Most of all, that love has found us,
Thanks be to God!”

Alan Harding From the Parishes:

In Loving Memory of: Brian Atkinson, Thorndon
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South Hartismere Benefice

FEBRUARY 2025

Sunday 2™ February Thorndon 10.30am Worship for All
The Presentation of Christin  Gislingham 10.30am Holy Communion
the Temple (Candlemas)
Sunday 9* February Stoke Ash 10.30am Worship for All
The 4™ Sunday before Lent Thornham Parva 10.30am Holy Communion
Sunday 16* February Mellis 10.30am Waorship for All
The 3" Sunday before Lent Thorndon 10.30am Holy Communion

Gislingham 10.30am Worship for All

Thorndon 4.00pm CONNECT
Sunday 23" February Wetheringsett 10.30am Holy Communion
The 2™ Sunday before Lent Yaxley 10.30am Holy Communion

Thornham Magna 10.30am Mattins

Telephone Church BCP Holy Communion is on Thursdays at 11.00am

Contact: Reverend Canon Susan Loxton
Rural Dean of the Hartismere & Hoxne Deanery
revioxton@gmail.com 01379 388493

g |

Reverend Debbie Nicholls — Assistant Curate

rev.d.nicholis@gmail.com 01379 309953
facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/SouthHartismereChurches/

Do you have anything 'to say? Any thoughts you would like to share
with the rest of us— or just something you would like to
'get o#f your chest'’
Please send your thoughts about any of the articles in the newslet-
ter - or any other matter, o wetheringsettnews@gmail.com

(Please refer to Disclaimer on page 2)

23




Michael Brame
60 Pretyman Avenue, Bacton, IP 14 4NY

“A” rated UPVC windows, doors and conservatories
with ‘A’ rated installation ‘C’ rated prices

Complete replacement of fascias, soffits,
guttering and downpipes

Needing quotes for any of the above?
Contact Michael on

01449 781533 mob. 07931 784470

TAYLORMADE KITCHENS
BEDROOMS ~ BATHROOMS

Traditional to Ultramodern

Standard sizes or Bespoke
(Plywood carcase option)

Granite, Quartz, Timber,
Corian or Laminate worktops

Most makes of appliances

Built-in wardrobes

¥

Large range of bathroom
suites and showers

Professional, Meticulous Installations or supply only
Tel: 01728 860856 Mob: 07860 602317 ~ taylormadekitchens.neil@gmail.com
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Pet Photography and Digital art
Transform any photo

Watercolour, Pencil Sketch
Oil Painting

Restore damaged
photos

call John, 07961224515
jfoximaging@gmail.com

Wethermgsett Vlllage HaII
Newly refurbished

Bookings available <
at weekends, ¢
evenings .

and holiday periods %

Please contact Sue
Stannard
01449 767752

Rates for hire of the Village Hall are:
£12.00 an hour
£50.00 for half a day (up to 5 hours) and
£100.00 for a full day (incl. the evenmg)




ﬁ%ﬂ Are you looking to volunteer locally?

Scouts Why not join one of our teams!

1st Mendlesham

1# Mendlesham Scout Group is increasing its volunteer capacity and has a variety of teams that you can
Jjoin.

Whether you are interested in volunteering directly with young people or would like to support us behind
the scenes, we're sure we have an opportunity for you!

If you would like to find out more about joining any of our teams, please contact us for a chat!
Lil Evans — Chair of Trustees 07545 322087 ElizabethevansE1l@hotmail.co.uk

Martyn Bryant — Group Lead Volunteer 07900 147912 Martyn_bryant@hotmail.com

(Fundmising Team \
Purpose: To co-ordinate our fundraising activities throughout the year.

Plan and oversee a variety of fundraising events throughout the year, which includes tasks such as:

* booking venues

* promoting events locally ﬁ
» ensuring sufficient volunteer support at events ‘e
* purchasefhire of equipment for events o
\ * ensuring events are run within budget and make a profit
/Smut Hut Team \

Purpose: Co-ordinate our new scout hut build project
This team will focus on the scout hut build project, driving it forward to completion

This will include:

=
=
l‘%’ % .
+ Contacting trades for quotes and liaising with contractors N %‘ : 1
+ Monitoring progress of build plan through various phases N l‘ ‘"
* Monitoring build budget i

+ |dentifying suitable funding/grant opportunities and supporting funding applications
& Liaising with Trustee Board and Fundraising team regularly

26




/;mstee Board \

Purpose: Ensure our scout group is well run, make sure young people have the best experience at
Scouts, and check things are being done safely and legally.

Trustees do the following:

+  Make sure local Scout groups follow the rules

+  Make sure Scouts has enough money for activities

+ Complete any necessary admin

= Check that equipment and buildings are loocked after

» Checkwe're aligning with our Scout values

» Influence the future of Scouts

* Help Scouts run activities with young people in the safest way pos

In particular we are keen to recruit a Treasurer for our scout group, who oversees our financial records
Q‘Id accounts, and deals with payments in and out of our bank accounts. /

/"

Section Teams (Beavers, Cubs, Scouts)

~

Purpose: To plan and deliver a range of activities for a section, supporting young people to develop skills
for life.

Ouwr section teams work together to plan and deliver weekly meetings for young people that enable
them to achiewve different badges and develop a range of skills.

Main tasks will include:

= Planning and delivering a programme of activities to your section
* Organising events, trips and camps (some overnight, weekend or longer stays are required for
this role)

\Full training will be given. W cu bS SCOUTS /

Please note:

=  The majority of our volunteering roles will require an enhanced DBS check, which will be paid for
by the scout groups.

= Some online training may also be required for certain roles.
0"\0{'\
o

Scouts

1st Mendlesham
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Stenning Photographic

Portraiture, model portfolios
Commercial/lndustrial Photography
email: stenningphotographic@gmail.com

www.michael-stenning.format.com

Willow Upholstery

M: 07394 544588
E: willow.upholstery@gmail.com
W: willow-upholstery.com

For All Your Printing

News letters, Flyers
Booklets - Magazines
Plan Prints up to AO size
B/w, Colour & Scanning
Order of Services

Sewing Patterns

Comb binding
Laminating

Email: info@digitalcopycentre.co.uk
37 Stowupland Street, Stowmarket, IP14 1EG

01449 678100

Optimal Heating

Father & Son Team
with over 30 years experience

Specalist:Heating Enginegrs
01l, Natural Gas & LPG Servicing and Repairs

Tel: 01728 6286687
Mohile: 07806 660399
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FALIOY

07964402137

mbrefurbishments@gmail.com
General Builder

*Kitchens *Bathrooms
*Utility rooms
*Bespoke Shelving & Cabinets

Free Quotations

“Rosedale really do make
an emotional time more
bearable and your care
and concern shines

through all you do.”

— from a family we have
cared for at Rosedale

We are a family business and promise to
provide exceptional care and a truly personal
24hr service, when you need it most.

0

2 Rosedale

FUNERAL HOME

Victoria Road, Diss 01379 640810
Exchange Street, Harleston 01379 853999

www.rosedalefuneralhome.co.uk

Laura Beardsell-Moore
Fine Art
Pet Portraits
in Oils

Hand painted by a professionally
trained artist with 20+ years’
experience.

Each oil painting is meticulously
crafted, capturing the unique spirit
of your pets and loved ones.

Tel: 07534 424591
Email: Laura@lbm-art.com

www.laurabeardsellmoore.com

Brockford Green, Wetheringsett

Debenham & District

Need help with
your PC?
Friendly advice & training

Repairs & upgrades
No fix, no fee
Windows — Web — Email
Microsoft Word & Excel expert
Home network — WiFi —TV links
At your Home or Business
Phone Chris on
0757 069 5279
email: info@ubestree.co.uk
www.ubestree.co.uk
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Located on Cedars Hill, Wetheringsett.
" Hairdresser, beautician, barber and aesthetician.
Highly experienced in all women's haircutting,
colouring, perming, styling and extensions,
children’s hair and barbering. Offering a vast array m
of other treatments including dermal fillers, anti .
wrinkle injections . ¢

TEE:
01449 768809/ 07837608444.£




Wetheringsett Manor
School News

We hope everyone had a great Christmas
and a Happy New Year! We welcomed some
new pupils to Wetheringsett Manor School in
January. Since September we also have Key Stage 2 children who have joined
us.

We have recently had a trainer from a company called Basecamp on site where
they provide tuition relating to bushcraft and similar activities, such as lighting
fires and cooking which the children are enjoying thoroughly.

At the end of the month we have a football trip planned with Sir Bobby Robson
School. This is the second for this academic year. Hopefully we can continue
with this winning streak — Good Luck Wetheringsett Manor!

Unfortunately, due to weather the planned parachute jump on 18.01.2025 has
been postponed. We will keep you updated when we know the new date and
our fundraising total

“Volunteering at Citizens Advice has
given me a chance to help others”

midsuffolkcab.org.uk/volunteer




!f,lp!,%! Mid ) Suffolk

HELP IN YOUR AREA e

ELP TO HEAT YOUR HOME

Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk Free energy advice and support to help you pay
your bills, top up your prepayment meter and apply for charitable support. Visit
www.midsuffolkcab.org.uk or call 01449 676 060

Local Welfare Assistance A grant for people struggling with the cost of

www.suffolk.gov.uk/L WA

Survwmg Winter Financial support. for people over pension age to help W|th
fuel costs. Eligibility criteria apply, t www.suffolkcf.org.uk/surviving-wint:
appeal or contact Sudbury Citizens AdV|ce on 01787 321 400.

BRING DOWN YOUR BILLS

Warm Homes Suffolk Free efficiency assessments, advice and grant chec

686.

National Energy Action Free national helpline provides information on hol
to use less energy, and get on top of your payments. Call 0800 304 7159 or

visit www.nea.org.uk
Suffolk Centres for Warmth In person energy and financial inclusion adV|c
to keep people warm and healthy in their homes. Visit

' FF GAS HOMES
0il Loans Eastern Savings and Loan Credit Union offer interest-free loans to
spread the cost of oil and LPG. Visit www.eslcu.co.uk or call 03336 000690.
Subject to affordability, credit check, and a membership fee.
Oll Buymg Clubs Reduce the cost of oil by buying in bulk. Visit

www.communityactionsuffolk.org.uk or call 01603 881 888.

DEALING WITH ENERGY DEBT
Supplier Grants many energy suppliers have grants to reduce or clear deb
you meet their criteria. Speak to your energy supplier to see what help you

can get.

Citizens Advice offers advice for energy, debt and more. They can support
you to create a budget, negotiate with your supplier and boost your income.

Boost your income by checking your benefit entitlement, even a small
amount can unlock hundreds of pounds a year. Visit www.gov.uk/benefits-
calculators, or contact Citizens Advice for a free benefit check.

MORE INFORMATION

Visit www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/energy-fuel-and-utilities for more resources to help you keep
fuel and utility costs down.

If you would prefer to speak to someone, you can contact our Customer Services team on
0300 123 4 000, option 7 to discuss your situation and find local organisations available to
support you.
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Your local

flooring experts in

Hollis Flooring

Wetheringsett

&

Hollis Flooring Ltd
www.hollisflooring.co.uk
We supply a large range of floor coverings including:
Carpet, Wood, Sisal, Vinyl & LVT

Damp testing and latex options also available
for sub-floor preparations

Please call or email for a free Measure / Estimate or Samples

Phone :01449 541988
Debbie : 07539 154814
Craig 107903 955225

craig@hollisflooring.co.uk
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MPD TANKS LTD

Steel and Plastic oil tanks installed

Fully Insured

Telephone: -

Mendlesham
01449 767820
07708 395 889




New Year, New Tenants

Within the last year we have had a record turnover of new Light Industrial
Tenants. One or two have given up and one large tenant has moved to
larger premises and been replaced by three new tenants. The most exciting
is that we shall have a Farm Shop at the Black Barn. Watch this space!

New tenants in the smaller units - well, | encourage them to advertise in the
Newsletter so that all know what facilities are available in the parish. We
hope our Swift Taximan has success with the taxibus service which is getting
off to a slow start. One would like to see more impetus to promote the
service from the Council, as it is 'use it or lose it'. Do we know it is there?!

Our Dogpark is being used increasingly but we did have one dissatisfied
customer whose huskies twice opened the gate and roamed the farm! He
failed to notice and use the gate's bolt clip!

The main events at the Campsite were the two raves in August, when, if
course, we got the blame from the noise from the one at Collingford chicken
sheds and the one on the A140. We had complaints from the campers as
well as from the village !! Tony Alston

D.l.Alston Ltd
tel: 07788974169
mail: tonyalston@hotmail.com

Polley SWImMming

Private one-to-one swimming lessons nr Wetheringsett
For all ages and abilities
30 min sessions
Available on weekday evenings and weekends
Experienced, STA Qualified, CRB checked and Insured
Call 07910 376 906 or
Email theswimteacher@yahoo.com for details
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Wetheringsett Church of England Primary School

office@wvcpschool.com
01449 766215

Ofsted Inspection

Staff, pupils, governors and parents and guardians were extremely pleased
with the outcome of our recent Ofsted inspection in November. The report
reflected many of our school’s special features and the ways in which we work
together as a whole school community.

In praise for the school, the inspector described us as a ‘caring and nurturing
community’ and commended our outdoor learning and forest school activities
as well as our ‘interesting and well-thought-out curriculum'. The report also
recognised ‘the full benefits of school life for our pupils being back on track
following a ‘significant’ flood that caused disruption. In further praise for the
school, the inspector noted children behave ‘exceptionally well’ and ‘live up to
the school’s values and high expectations.’

The report said: “Pupils love being part of this small, welcoming school.” As
one pupil accurately noted, this is a ‘small school that does big things.” The
report said leaders ensured the small nature of the school was ‘an asset and
not a barrier’ to pupils receiving a high-quality curriculum. ‘Pupils access a
range of exciting trips, clubs and sporting activities,” the report added. "Pupils’
faces light up when they talk about their outdoor learning in the forest school.
"Whether baking bread on the fire, exploring nature or weaving traditional
fences, pupils build on their classroom learning or do something different.”

Ofsted said the school’s support for pupils with special educational needs and/
or disabilities (SEND) was a further strength, adding that these pupils are ‘fully
included in school life’.

We are delighted to have received such a positive Ofsted report, we are very
proud of our school.

What did ove plate say +o the other ov Valentine's Day?
Tovight divver’s on e

Ave You the internet?
Because I'm feeling a connection

If you were a triangle you'd be acute one. o ¥ gy
» 9 a




| Brockford Sidinggs Dogy Pk

A fun and secure place to exercise your dogs in the countryside!
I Bring your own dogs’ toys or make use of our supplied agility |
equipment.
Park inside the field so no need for a lead! Shelter for rain cover
and a clean water tap for dog bowls and washing your dog off
also available.

Bookings online only at:
www.brockforddogpark.co.uk

Location: Brockford Sidings, Brockford Green, [P14 sNN

D.I. ALSTON LTD.

THE CEDAERS, CEDARS HILT, EROCEFORD. IP14 5P0Q

OFFICE AND WORKSHOP LETS

SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
(20FT. £100 PCM 1nc. VAT)

BROCKFORD SIDINGS HOLIDAY LETS
BROCKFORD CAMPSITE
DOG EXERCISE PARK

FOE. ALT ENQUIRIES CONTACT:
TONY ALSTON

01449 766231
dialstonltd @outlock com
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Wetheringsett Manor School

We invest time with each individual child to recognise and understand their
learning needs so that we can put in place the right support package.

Trust is the core of our education provision at Wetheringsett Manor, we have
a focus on building strong relationships between individual students, teachers
and the wider school community.

If you require further information please call: - 01449 703935

ADVERTISING RATES
for the Wetheringsett-Cum-Brockford Newsletter

A5 Full Page 11 Issues -£100.00 5lssues - £ 50.00
A5 Half Page 11 Issues -£ 50.00 5lissues - £ 25.00
A5 Quarter Page 11 Issues -£ 40.00 5lssues - £ 20.00
Back cover 11 Issues -£150.00 5lssues - £ 75.00
RING Bernie Grindlay on 07745 503967
bernadette.grindlay@sky.com

WE WELCOME NEW ADVERTISERS

Ipswich Mobile Library Route 7
7H Brockford St old Griffin 1245 - 1300
71  Wetheringsett Hockey Hill 1405 - 1420
7)  Wetheringsett Wetherup St 1430 - 1445
7K Wetheringsett Park Green 1450 - 1505

Email: help@suffolklibraries.co.uk
Telephone: 01473 263838
Calling every 4 weeks on Thursdays

Next visit: Thursday 6th February



mailto:help@suffolklibraries.co.uk?subject=Mobile%20library%20enquiry

WETHERINGSETT PARISH COUNCILLORS
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mailto:darrell.howard@outlook.com
mailto:stephen_alderton@hotmail.com
mailto:rachelleech67@btinternet.com
mailto:sally.lacey@btconnect.com
mailto:equine.nutrition1972@gmail.com
mailto:mrandmrskvanzyl@gmail.com
mailto:juneweir1@hotmail.com
mailto:tonyalston@hotmail.com
mailto:lynne.cockerton@btopenworld.com
mailto:Andrew.Stringer@midsuffolk.gov.uk

AP
CLASSICS

MOT TESTING STATION

MOT testing
in Wetheringsett at MPA

All cars and light vans up to 3T
Testing by appointment

Ring Michael to book your test

Tel: 01449 767070

Classic car restoration,
service and repair. @

et

T4

Email: mpaclassics@hotmail.com
Tel: 01449 767070

Unit 2, Old Station Yard, Station Road, Wetheringsett, IP14 5QJ
Next door to Mid Suffolk Light Railway Museum
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