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USEFUL CONTACTS 

Parish website;  
http://wetheringsettcumbrockford.onesuffolk.net/home/ 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS  ~  Sue Stannard               01449 767752 

 RECTOR  ~  Rev. Canon Susan Loxton                          01379 388493 
                                revloxton@gmail,com   

 PCC SECRETARY                   ~  Emma Morris               01449 766117 

 CHURCH WARDEN                 ~ Tim Rowe                      07775 872742          

WETHERINGSETT V C PRIMARY SCHOOL                   01449 766215 
Executive Headteacher  ~ Imogen Wallis  imogen.wallis@wvcpschool.com   

Head of School ~ Natalie Diwan            mrsdiwan@wvcpschool.com  
Chair of Governors ~ Jo Pitt 

PARISH TREE WARDEN  ~  Elizabeth Aldred               01728 860482 

TOWNLANDS TRUST ~  Lynne Cockerton                    01728 862001 

PARISH FOOTPATH WARDEN  ~  Elizabeth Aldred     01728 860482 

 RSPCA  Suffolk Central ~ Ian Hendry                             01449 767747 

 NON-EMERGENCY POLICE ~ Reporting, Info or Enquiries   101 

MENDLESHAM HEALTH CENTRE                                  01449 767722 

NEWSLETTER  ~  Editor, Cally Buch                             01449 766417 

                          ~  Adverts/Invoicing, Bernie Grindlay  07745 503967 

                          ~  Distribution, Sue & Eddie Payne      07857 686067 

           Email    ~  wetheringsettnews@gmail.com  

DISCLAIMER 
All adverts are placed in good faith, and the publishers cannot undertake responsibility 
for work carried out.  The opinions expressed in articles are not necessarily those of the 
editor. We cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of material submitted for 
publication; however, we reserve the right to refuse inclusion; to edit or amend as we 
think appropriate.   
The newsletter is produced in good faith but errors and omissions may occur during the 
process of production.  Please let us know if this is the case so that any errors may be 
corrected in future editions. 

mailto:imogen.wallis@wvcpschool.com
mailto:mrsdiwan@wvcpschool.com
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Contributions from the village community for inclusion in the newsletter 
are welcomed 

Deadline for copy 15th of every month 

 
Welcome to the 
December 2024 
& January 2025 

issue of your Newsletter 
 
 

Gosh, that time of the year again! We have lots of jolly  
events in the village in the run up to Christmas. I hope 
you have your tickets for the ‘Curtains Up’  Christmas 
show, (see p.11). Their productions are ‘not-to-be-
missed events’!  Back, by popular demand—’Make your 
own Christmas Wreath’ (see p.7).  Then, to get us into 

the real spirit of the season 
there is the Carol 
Service (see p.9) 
on the 15th. 

Enjoy your 
festivities. 
Until February 
‘25 best wishes 

Dates for the Diary   

December 
Friday 6th ‘Curtains Up’ Christmas Show 
Saturday 7th ‘Curtains Up’ Christmas Show 
Wednesday 11th ‘Make a Christmas Wreath’ 
Sunday 15th Community Carol Service 6pm 

Cally (Editor) 

With very best wishes 
to everyone for a 
healthy and peace 

filled 2025 

from the newsletter 
team … 

Bernie, Cally and Sue 
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Royal British Legion 
Poppy Appeal  2024 

 

I would like to thank all of you who supported this year’s 
Poppy Appeal for the Mendlesham District. The district 
includes those villages listed below, with amounts raised 
by each, this year. 

The annual Poppy appeal is when we remember those in our armed forces, past 
and present, who gave so much for us all and a time to raise invaluable funds for 
this worthy charity to help those in need.  
This fantastic amount is due to the wonderful efforts of a terrific group of collec-
tors who give up their time to help with the appeal, the support of local busi-
nesses who are kindly happy to have poppy trays at their premises and to all of 
you who gave so generously to the Poppy Appeal. 
Thank you to you all.  
 

Mendlesham   £1379.37       Mendlesham Green   £217.05    Thwaite   £208.74    
Wetheringsett   £138.10       Wickham Skeith   £846.09           Brockford   £117.39      

The district as a whole raised the grand sum of          £2932.44                                                                       

Jacquie Nash. Poppy Appeal Organiser 
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Newsletter deliveries 

As we approach the end of the year, 

and the last delivery for 2024, we 

wanted to thank the team of people 

who make sure that the newsletter reaches letter boxes 

within the parish. This can be a pleasant task when the 

sun is shining, but in the rain, wind and snow, not so 

much fun! 

Without this group of volunteers, the newsletter 

couldn’t function. So, a huge Thank You to: - 

Tim and Jo, Elizabeth P, Fiona, Rachel and David, 

Shirley, Elizabeth A, Andrea, Lesley, Angela and Des, 

Sue M, Sue S, Mike and Angie, and Linda, and to Nigel 

and Isla, who help out with holiday cover.  

There are no more deliveries until the end 

of January, so thank you all, and enjoy the 

festive break. 

Cally (Editor), Bernie (Adverts & Finance), 

Sue and Eddie (Distribution) 

Also, Thank You  to Dean and Carole at Digital Copy 

Centre, Stowmarket for your always helpful and prompt 
responses in getting our newsletter printed every month 



 6 

Are you looking for something fun 
to do with your dog? Come and try 

Hoopers   
An exciting new canine sport 

suitable for every shape & size of 
dogs from 6mths old 

Nervous or Reactive dogs 
welcome too 

Beginners classes and 1-2-1 
lessons now available at 

Brockford Sidings Dog Park  
Fully Insured and  Accredited Canine 

Hoopers UK  (CHUK) Instructor. 

For details and to book please  
call or WhatsApp Sue on -   
07748 587 131 or email— 

fullsteamdogs@gmail.com 

KELLYS CRAFTY CORNER 
HABERDASHERY  

 

2 Chancery Lane, Debenham, IP14 6RN  
 

For all your haberdashery needs 
We sell fabric, wool buttons, ribbons, 

crafting kits and so much more! 
 
 

We host  

1-1 group workshops, lessons and 

parties at Crafty Corner or 

held at a location of your choice! 

 

Get in touch to enquire 
01728 598 550 / 07835 450 282 

OPENING HOURS   

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday 

9am — 4pm 

Kelly’s Crafty Corner @kellys_craftycorner 
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Make  a 

Christmas  

Wreath 

Come and join us in the Village Hall 
for Christmas Wreath Making 
Wednesday 11th December 

2pm to 4pm 
£7 To include tea and cakes 

Oasis and foliage will be provided 
But please bring your own if you prefer 
plus any decorations you may want to 

add to your creation 
 

To book please call Sue Stannard 
01449 767752 

Following the success of last year when 

everyone that attended went home with 

amazing looking wreaths ………... 
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Community Carol Service 
 

All Saints Church, Wetheringsett 
Sunday 15th December 

6pm 
 

Followed by mince pies, sausage rolls and 
mulled wine 

Wetheringsett Manor School had a really 
busy start to this academic year. We won our 
first football match which took place at home 

against Bure Park Academy with an amazing score of 10 - 2.  
 

For Remembrance Day our students made a wreath which they then took up to 
the memorial at Wetheringsett. We are also pleased 
to announce that next year we will have a poppy 
box at school – thank you to the local community 
for organising this.  
On Friday 15th November we held a bake sale for 
Children in Need and raised £158. There will be 
local organic apple juice on sale near the school 
entrance at only £2.50 per bottle. 
 

In December we will be making food hampers for 
the local primary school, so if anyone wishes to 
contribute any non-perishable items we will be 
happy to add these to the hampers. 
  

As a school we have some members of staff undertaking a parachute jump to 
raise sponsorship for the Royal Marsden fund. This will be taking place on 
Saturday 7th December at Beccles airfield. If you would like to donate, please 
see the link below. 
https://www.justgiving.com/team/wetheringsettwarriors      Thank you! 

Wetheringsett Manor  

School News 

https://www.justgiving.com/team/wetheringsettwarriors
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Your local quality 
Cleaning service 

Domestic 

Office 

Laundry 

Please contact Sarah on 
(07890) 280052 

Thanks!        References available 

 

Over 20 years experience 

Please contact Vince on   
07389 808982 or  

vjonescarpentry@gmail.com 

mailto:vjonescarpentry@gmail.com
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NB Please advise of any food related allergies when booking  

Call 01449 767752 
for tickets  

7pm for 7:15 prompt start 
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Swimming Lessons 

Private one-to-one swimming lessons nr Wetheringsett 

For all ages and abilities 

30 min sessions 

Available on weekday evenings and weekends  

Experienced, STA Qualified, CRB checked and Insured 

Call 07910 376 906 or  

Email theswimteacher@yahoo.com for details 

Coffee Mornings 

All Saints Church Wetheringsett 

 

every Wednesday between 10:30 &12:00 

Scrumptious home-made spread, teas and coffees 
 

 

Why not drop in and join our cheerful social gathering 

All ages welcome and friendly dogs too 
 

We do not charge, but donations as you see fit 

are welcome 

Quote of the month 
 

To achieve great things, two things are needed - 

a plan and not quite 

enough time Leonard Bernstein 

Composer (1918-1990) 



 13 

Wetheringsett cum Brockford Parish Council 
Report of meeting held 7 October 2024 

Trees – Cllr Mrs Aldred reported a delivery of new young trees would be available 
for planting in the village from mid-November.  These were available in packs of 
50 including stakes.  Any parishioner interested should contact Mrs Aldred, 
contact details available in the parish councillor list in the magazine. 
White Elm Solar Farm – the applicant is in the early stages of preparing proposals 
for a solar farm and battery energy storage system on land north of Mendlesham; 
north and west of Thwaite; south of Wickham Skeith and east of Cotton, 250m 
west of the A140 and immediately either side of Grange Road and Wickham Road.  
If developed the solar farm would generate enough clean electricity to power in 
excess of 60,000 typical family homes every year in its operation. The applicant 
states the solar farm would assist in tackling the climate emergency and help the 
UK Government reach its target of net zero emissions by 2050. 
The proposed development is classed as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Project requiring a Scoping Opinion from the Planning Inspectorate and at this pre
-application stage, due to proximity to the site, Wetheringsett Parish Council has 
been consulted to comment, as part of the Scoping Consultation, as to the scope 
and level of detail of information to be provided in the Environmental Statement 
relating to the proposed development.  Full details on the proposed application 
can be found at this link: - 
https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/
EN0110003  
The Parish Council has asked that the following issues are addressed in the 
scoping report:  loss of agricultural land; impact of flood risk following storm 
Babet; encroachment into heritage areas, medieval deer park and wildlife; 
regulations for disposal of solar panels and batteries; clarification of grid 
references; the impact of the increased traffic and upgraded and multiple access 
points to the site; overlap with other possible development, ie proposed pylons 
and Mendlesham development. 
Emergency Plan – the proposed plan is progress and been reduced to a concise 3-
page document listing actions and contact numbers during an emergency pending 
the arrival of the emergency services.   The Village Hall has been identified as the 
safe hub and will be equipped with essentials should parishioners have to leave 
their homes.  When finalised the plan will be published.  Thanks were recorded to 
Cllr Mrs Kaylee van Zyl for her work on the plan and gathering the information 
required. 
Date of next meetings:    Monday  2 December 2024 and Monday 6 January 2025.  In the 
meantime our Councillors wish you all a very happy Christmas and peaceful New Year. 
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Michael Brame 
60 Pretyman Avenue, Bacton, IP 14 4NY 

“A” rated UPVC windows, doors and conservatories 
with ‘A’ rated installation ‘C’ rated prices 

Complete replacement of fascias, soffits,  
guttering and downpipes 

 

Needing quotes for any of the above? 

Contact Michael on  

01449 781533   mob. 07931 784470 

TAYLORMADE KITCHENS 
BEDROOMS  ~  BATHROOMS 

Professional, Meticulous Installations or supply only 
 

Tel: 01728 860856   Mob: 07860 602317  ~  taylormadekitchens.neil@gmail.com 

Traditional to Ultramodern 
 

Standard sizes or Bespoke 
(Plywood carcase option) 
 

Granite, Quartz, Timber, 
Corian or Laminate worktops 
 

Most makes of appliances 
 

Built-in wardrobes 
 

Large range of bathroom  
suites and showers 
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Changing Functions 
 

Our Church Charity gives donations to the 
Church, the school and the 'deserving and 
necessitous'.    
The trustees find it difficult to award the 
last category, in spite of widening awards 
to student type projects, or community 
projects like wifi.  This is because the 
government's system of Benefits means that nobody should be necessitous.  
 

I am reading the Village History, again, and covering the period of 1600-1800 
when the church was responsible for looking after the deserving and 
necessitous via the collection of a local tax and distribution as thought fit. The 
tax seemed reasonably small, but the distribution was smaller!  The 
administration was all within the parish, and jealously guarded. Moving from 
one parish to another was rare, oft due to jobs, but also marriage. However, 
one did not qualify until residence was established. In years.  
 

The History is well worth reading but I am not sure who has saleable copies for 
those new to the parish, those who have been here less than about 20 years, 
or this century! 
 

Tony Alston. Resident since WWII.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flood Investigation report is now published.  Find it at: -  
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/asset-library/wetheringsett-cum-brockford-
flood-investigation-storm-babet.pdf 

You can click on the link from the parish website: - 
http://wetheringsettcumbrockford.onesuffolk.net/home/ 
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Wetheringsett 

C of E Primary School 

Newsletter 

 Autumn 2024 

A Celebration of Nature at Wetheringsett School. 
At Wetheringsett our rural location means 
that we are lucky enough to be surrounded 
by trees.  This year the Autumn display of 
colours has been truly stunning with so 
many shades of glowing oranges, rich reds 
and warm yellows. All our classes; 
Chestnut, Sycamore and Lime, are named 
after the trees in our school garden, 
meadow and Forest School woodland.. 

The first few weeks of term, the children were very excited as the conkers started 
to fall. They spent their break collecting conkers, seeing how far they could 
stretch around the playground or making Mandala patterns with them. The 
playground game yesterday lunchtime was catching leaves as they fell from the 
trees. This time of year is a true celebration of the wonder of nature. 
At our weekly Forest School Sessions, held in our ‘Whispering Wood’, we 
celebrate the natural word in all its forms, come rain, wind or shine. Giving 
children an appreciation and often leading to those spiritual big questions about 
the world around them. The children develop an understanding and respect for 
the natural environment as they achieve, grow in  confidence and self-esteem, 
through hands-on learning 
experiences in the Forest. 
 
This term some of the activities 
have included: 
 Designing, planning and building a 

Viking Longship, 
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Investigating empty 
snake eggs.  

 Making damper bread 
(as they would have 
done in the Stone Age). 

Planting new 
trees 

Making bird feeders 

Sun paper printing 

with natural objects 

Framing nature 

Making a rope swing 

Having close-up looks at 

beetles 

Our Ethos when leaving the wood is “leave no 

trace”. We take away things that we have brought 

in. Leaving no litter behind, all will be removed. We 

will always treat others how we would want to be 

treated ourselves and always with respect. We are 

respectful to our environment and all that lives in it. 

Letting nature be celebrated  
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Portraiture, model portfolios 

Commercial/Industrial Photography 

email: stenningphotographic@gmail.com 

www.michael-stenning.format.com 

Stenning Photographic 
 

M: 07394 544588  
E: willow.upholstery@gmail.com  
W: willow-upholstery.com  
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Debenham & District 

Need help with 
your PC? 

Friendly advice & training  

Repairs & upgrades 

No fix, no fee 
Windows – Web – Email 

Microsoft Word & Excel expert 

Home network – WiFi  – TV links 

At your Home or Business 

Phone Chris on  
0757 069 5279 

email: info@ubestree.co.uk 
www.ubestree.co.uk 

mbrefurbishments@gmail.com 

General Builder 
 
 

*Kitchens     *Bathrooms 
*Utility rooms 

*Bespoke Shelving & Cabinets 
 
 

Free Quotations 

mailto:mbrefurbishments@gmail.com
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Do you have anything ‘to say’?  Any thoughts you would like to share 
with the rest of us— or just something you would like to  

‘get off your chest’ 
Please send your thoughts about any of the articles in the newslet-

ter - or any other matter, to wetheringsettnews@gmail.com 
 

(Please refer to  Disclaimer on page 2) 
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The festive season can be a financially 
challenging time, and often borrowing 
money or using a credit card to fund 
Christmas can seem like your only option.  
But there are steps you can take to keep 
your spending under control and avoid 
falling into debt. 

The first thing to do is make a budget and stick to it.  
 

Consider who you're buying gifts for, what other seasonal expenses you have, 
and how much you can realistically afford to spend.  Always keep receipts, or ask 
for gift receipts, in case you overspend and need to return something.  And 
remember that household bills may be higher during this period due to colder 
weather and spending more time indoors. 
 

If you've built up debt, please don't ignore bills or letters.  Speak to the 
organisation you owe money to, as they may let you pay smaller amounts. 
 

Pay 'priority debts' first, like rent, mortgage arrears, council tax, and energy bills.  
For other types of debt like credit cards or loans, gather all the information on 
what you owe, create a budget and contact your creditors to set up an affordable 
repayment plan.  This might seem scary, but it’s an important first step. 
 

If your budget just doesn’t add up and you need help to afford essentials like bills 
and food, see what cost of living support is available on the Citizens Advice 
website. 
 

It’s especially important to check if you’re eligible for the Winter Fuel Payment, 
which will now only be paid to those who receive Pension Credit or other means-
tested benefits.  If you make a claim for Pension Credit by 21 December, you 
might still receive the Winter Fuel Payment. 
 

If you do find yourself struggling financially during or after the holidays, don't 
panic.  Support is out there, and Citizens Advice can help you understand what’s 
available.  We’re here to help you find a way forward. 
 

Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can provide in depth advice on this issue and much more, 
including debt, finances, employment, benefits and family/relationships.  You can contact 
them by phone on 01449 676060, visit in person at Milton House, 5 Milton Road South, 
Stowmarket IP14 1EZ or use the contact form at midsuffolkcab.org.uk/contact-us.  
Opening hours are Monday-Thursday 9.30am – 3.30pm and Friday 9.30am – 12.30pm. 
 

Our office will be closed between 24th and 27th December and the 1st January.  Our Eye 
and Needham Market outreach services will also not be available on Friday 20th and 
Friday 27th December  
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Ring: JASON 07791 339432 

JASON HAS LOGS FOR SALE 

 

B O O S T   Y O U R   W E L L B E I N G   W I T H   Y O G A 

Whether you are an athlete or an absolute beginner, why not try it for 
yourself? Discover the Yogaways to increase your flexibility, build 
strength, improve your balance, breathe more effectively, feel calmer, 
and have fun. You don’t need to be able to reach your toes! 

Classes every Wednesday evening at Wetheringsett Village Hall 
6.30pm start 

If you are interested in coming along, please contact me for further 
details: -  

Amanda Wearing.  Telephone: 01449 711674;   
Email: atwearing@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:atwearing@yahoo.co.uk
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Wetheringsett Village Hall 
Newly refurbished 

 
Bookings available 

at weekends, 
evenings  

and holiday periods 
 

Please contact Sue 
Stannard  

01449 767752 
 
 
 
 

Rates for hire of the Village Hall are: 
£12.00 an hour  
£50.00 for half a day (up to 5 hours) and  
£100.00 for a full day (incl. the evening) 
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An announcement about the 
award of the library contract 
was due at the start of Novem-
ber, but at the time of writing 
discussions are ongoing with Suffolk County Council !  

The Friends and staff at Debenham have rec-
ommended books they have read. Call in to 
see the selection—several copies of each are 
available in the library to borrow. 

We are also taking part in Debenham’s Living 
Advent Calendar. Our window will be on dis-
play from 12th December (to be confirmed) 
until the end of the month. 

Books, DVDs, WiFi, Computers, Printing/
photocopying/scanning,  CDs and audiobooks, 
downloadable films/music/audiobooks/ebooks, 
free reservations. The room is available for 
hire outside opening hours 

Email:  
debnam.library@suffolklibraries.co.uk 
Facebook: DebenhamLibraryAndFriends 

Opening hours: 

  Tuesday: 0930 am –1300 pm    Wednesday: 1500 –1930 pm 
  Saturday: 0900 am –1300 pm    Sunday:       1200 –1600 pm 

Friends of  
Debenham Library 

Did you know….?  
You can borrow up to 20 books or other items. Books borrowed on a 
children’s card have no overdue charges, but we do like to have them 
back for others to read!       

www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/visit/locations-and-times/debenham-library 

mailto:debenham.library@suffolklibraries.co.uk
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MPD TANKS LTD 
 

 

 

 

 

Steel and Plastic oil tanks installed  

Fully Insured     

Telephone: - 

Mendlesham 
01449 767820 
          07708 395 889 
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BEV & KIRSTY  
 

FORMERLEY CURL UP & DYE 
 
 

WE ARE BOTH FULLY QUALIFIED WITH OVER 40 
 

 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE BETWEEN US 
 

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE AND PERSONAL  ATTENTION  
IN ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRDRESSING 

 

PERMS: COLOURS: HI-LITES:  
CASUAL PUT-UPS WEDDING HAIR: RESTYLES Etc 

 

F O R  A L L  T H E  F A M I L Y  A T  U N B E A T A B L E  P R I C E S  
 

EAR PIERCING AVAILABLE 
 

EASY OFF ROAD PARKING 
 

ALL DEBIT/CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED   
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 

 

FOR ALL ADVICE AND APPOINTMENTS  
  

CALL US ON 01449 766977 
 

OR VISIT US AT  
 

Ropers Farm, Church Road, Mendlesham, IP14 5SF 
 

www.hairstudioatmendlesham.co.uk 
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Ipswich Mobile Library Route 7 
   

7H Brockford St  Old Griffin  1245 – 1300 

7I Wetheringsett  Hockey Hill  1405 – 1420 

7J Wetheringsett  Wetherup St  1430 – 1445 

7K Wetheringsett  Park Green  1450 – 1505 
Email: help@suffolklibraries.co.uk 

Telephone: 01473 263838 
Calling every 4 weeks on Thursdays 

 

Next visit: Thursday 12th December; 4th January 

 ADVERTISING RATES  
for the Wetheringsett-Cum-Brockford Newsletter 

 

     A5 Full Page         11 Issues  - £ 100.00   5 Issues  -  £  50.00 
     A5 Half Page         11 Issues  - £   50.00   5 Issues  -  £  25.00 
     A5 Quarter Page   11 Issues  - £   40.00   5 Issues -  £  20.00 
     Back cover            11 Issues  - £ 150.00     5 Issues   -  £  75.00 

  

 RING Bernie Grindlay on 07745 503967 
bernadette.grindlay@sky.com  

     WE WELCOME NEW ADVERTISERS    

 

We invest time with each individual child to recognise and understand their 

learning needs so that we can put in place the right support package.  

Trust is the core of our education provision at Wetheringsett Manor, we have 

a focus on building strong relationships between individual students, teachers 

and the wider school community.  

Wetheringsett Manor School 

If you require further information please call: -  01449 703935 

mailto:help@suffolklibraries.co.uk?subject=Mobile%20library%20enquiry
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