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USEFUL CONTACTS

Parish website;
http://wetheringsettcumbrockford.onesuffolk.net/home/

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS ~ Sue Stannard 01449 767752
RECTOR ~ Rev’d Debbie Nicholls 07762 116335
(Rector of South Hartismere Benefice)
PCC SECRETARY ~ Emma Morris 01449 766117
CHURCH WARDEN ~ Tim Rowe 07775 872742
WETHERINGSETT V C PRIMARY SCHOOL 01449 766215
Executive Headteacher ~Imogen Wallis imogen.wallis@wvcpschool.com
Head of School ~ Natalie Diwan mrsdiwan@wvcpschool.com
Chair of Governors ~ Jo Pitt

PARISH TREE WARDEN ~ Elizabeth Aldred 01728 860482
TOWNLANDS TRUST ~ Lynne Cockerton 01728 862001
PARISH FOOTPATH WARDEN ~ Elizabeth Aldred 01728 860482
RSPCA Suffolk Central ~ lan Hendry 01449 767747
NON-EMERGENCY POLICE ~ Reporting, Info or Enquiries 101

MENDLESHAM HEALTH CENTRE 01449 767722
NEWSLETTER ~ Editor, Cally Buch 01449 766417

~ Adverts/Invoicing, Bernie Grindlay 07745 503967
~ Distribution, Sue & Eddie Payne 07857 686067

Email ~ wetheringsettnews@gmail.com

DISCLAIMER

All adverts are placed in good faith, and the publishers cannot undertake responsibility
for work carried out. The opinions expressed in articles are not necessarily those of the
editor. We cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of material submitted for
publication; however, we reserve the right to refuse inclusion; to edit or amend as we
think appropriate.

The newsletter is produced in good faith but errors and omissions may occur during the
process of production. Please let us know if this is the case so that any errors may be
corrected in future editions.
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Welcome to the April 2026
issue of your Newsletter

Spring flowers, warmer days,
lighter evenings—what's not to
like, we can deal with a few
April showers!

If you are struggling with the cost of heating your home in
theses difficult times the Townsland Trust may be able to help.
See p. 19 for details.

Please don't forget to let your voice be heard if

you feel that public transport running through
our village would be useful.
Additional funding to reinstate
lost bus routes is available, but the Parish Council
needs to demonstrate that it is required and will
be used be villagers in order to make a bid for

A” this. Without your support—it won't happen!

Contact clerk@wetheringsettcumbrockford-pc.gov.uk

Enjoy your Easter

Cally (Editor)
Dates for the Diary
April
Wednesday 1st All Fools’ Day
Friday 3rd Good Friday
Sunday 5th Easter Sunday
Monday 6th Easter Monday

Saturday 11th Village Litter Pick (see p.)
Thursday 23rd St George’s Day

s ff k Please note change of times for the mobile library
u OI van, and contact details for any enquiries.

Community Libraries gaga page 38

Contributions from the village community for inclusion in the newsletter
are welcomed
Deadline for copy 15th of every month
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Fruit Tree Problems?
Your local experts
.g%}g Dan and Henry
Neuteboom
are available for advice and action

Pruning
fruit trees & other garden trees
o Planting e

new trees

Contact us at
enquiries@realenglishfruit.co.uk

More information on our website.
www.RealEnglishFruit.co.uk

Willow Upholstery

M: 07394 544588
E: willow.upholstery@gmail.com
W: willow-upholstery.com

For All Your Printing

News letters, Flyers
Booklets - Magazines
Plan Prints up to AO size
B/w, Colour & Scanning

Order of Services
Embroidered Patches
Sewing Patterns
Comb binding
Laminating

Email: info@digitalcopycentre.co.uk
37 Stowupland Street, Stowmarket, IP14 1EG

01449 678100

Optimal Heating

Father & Son Team
with over 30 years experience

Specialist:Heating Engineers
01l, Natural Gas & LPG Servicing and Repairs

A

Tel: 01728 628687
Mobile: 07806 660399




©. CURTAINS UP! ©

cordially invites you to

" A Weekend of Croquet, Cocktails & Criminal
Capers &

@& at Meddlers Top &

(Wetheringsett Village Hall)

Step back into the glamour and intrigue of the 1930s for a delightfully devious weeken
of drama and mystery.

+ 4+

(2 PERFORMANCES Q

Friday 15th May - 7.30pm : Saturday 16th May - 7.30pm
Including a light supper | |

® INTRODUCING OUR BRAND NEW MATINEE @
Saturday 16th May - 1.30pm
Including a traditional afternoon tea ;*

++4
DRESS CODE -1930s style (optional)
++

TICKETS £15.00 - Bring your own drink ®»

%, BOOK NOW with the box office on 01449 767752




Roller Garage
doors

fully automated, replacement garage doors supplied and
fitted.
Remote operation, Built in safety features, Auto locking system.
Variety of colours available.
Old door removed and disposed of.
12 months warranty as standard.
Professional service guaranteed
Call or Email for a free quotation.

DS3 LTD
07947317047 dsiltd@outlook.com




Wetheringsett Church of England Primary School
office@wvcpschool.com

01449 766215

This term’s value: Justice

It’s been another busy term at Wetheringsett. Here are just a few
things that the children have been doing:

Forest School

To tie in with Chestnut Class’s History learning on the
Vikings, KS2 have been making bows and arrows, spears |
and a Viking Longship in Forest School. They also looked &
at pictures of Viking coins and used an aluminium sheet
to make markings and cut out their own version of

Viking coins.

Rty

KS2 Orienteering Trip:

The children in Key Stage Two had a brilliant time using
their map work skills to complete several different
orienteering activities. They worked in pairs and small
groups to navigate their way around the field at
Hartismere High

a map and

" impeccably despite the chilly
® weather conditions.




Lime Class Norfolk and Suffolk Aviation
Museum trip:

@, On Tuesday, Lime Class went
~ to the Norfolk and Suffolk :
' Aviation Museum to link with 4&
- their History learning. During §
the trip the children learnt all %
& about the Wright Brothers,
the names of
« different parts of
the aeroplane
and got to experience walking onto
aeroplanes to see how they work. They
all had an amazing time and their
behaviour was described as impeccable
by the museum volunteers.

Chestnut Class Drama Workshop:

On Tuesday Chestnut Class had the first of 2 drama workshops through
the Tiny Play, Big Ideas scheme which is run by the Theatre Royal in Bury
St Edmunds. The children worked with a professional playwright to learn
all about the bare bones of playwriting and discussed how to get their play
off the ground. By the end of the 2nd workshop the children will all have
written a short 4 minute play in groups. A winning play from each school
taking part in the scheme will be performed on stage by professional
actors during a performance at the Theatre Royal on 24th March.




National storytelling Week

An example rap about The children took part in a National
Kindness by Molly: |jteracy Trust webinar with author

Be kind with me, Alim Kamara. The children learnt all
Come on, just try and see. about using rap (rhythm and

You will feel good, poetry) to tell stories and to express
Take off your hood. themselves. The theme was

All you need is a smile, ‘Soundtrack your story' and the
Let’s go the extra mile. children had a go at writing about

using their own superpowers for
good. The children came up with
some great superpowers they have,
including being bold, brave,
inclusive, powerful, kind, resilient
and imaginative. The children used

Don’t think just about yourself,
It’s not good for your health.
Make a new friend,

You can all blend.

| need to rest my head,

And go to bed, bars of 4 beats to achieve rhythm in
Goodbye everyone, their raps. Well done, Chestnut and
This rap is now done! Sycamore classes!

Mother’s Day lunch

It was lovely to be
able to welcome so
many mums, aunties
and grandmas to a
mother’s day lunch
at the school to
celebrate and give
thanks for the
amazing women in
our lives.

= = St Edmundsbury and Ipswich

Diocesan Multi Academy Trust

Church Street, Wetheringsett,




Professional 1-2-1 Dog
Grooming

Over 5 years experience ?}T TIG,
City & Guilds qualified
Ultra Sonic Teeth Cleaning

Canine first Aid Trained

Based in Mendlesham

To book an appointment please call: -

07849 744778

41 BURY STREET
‘3 cINMOAAN STOWMARKET 1P14 1HA

SIMUOTAAN  Tel:- 01449 612812/674030

As an Experienced Independent Opticians, we offer a
more personalised eyecare service for
all the family including: -

Enhanced Optomap and OCT examination
Colorimetry and Overlay Testing
A wide range of competitively priced frames and
Spectacle lenses
Contact lenses Trials and Fitting
Prescription and non-prescription Sunglasses

Your sight care is our priority

10




| bought a doll for my child recently. | thought it
was manufactured by a well-known brand, but |
suspect it might be counterfeit. How can | be
sure and what are my rights?

citizens Mid Suffolk

advice

You're right to seek advice about this issue,
because counterfeit goods aren’t only illegal, they can be dangerous.

Fake children’s toys in particular, including dolls, often don’t meet safety
standards and can pose choking hazards - poor manufacturing can mean small
parts are easily detachable.

Counterfeit goods are fake products designed to mimic the authentic ones sold
by genuine brands. Sometimes it’s easy to spot a knock-off, other times it can
be harder to tell.

It's not just toys and games - things like clothing, footwear, e-cigarettes,
perfumes and media devices can also be counterfeit.

Things to watch out for include strangely low prices from well-known brands and
signs of poor quality - like missing security seals, bad or non-existent packaging,
blurry logos and poor stitching. You may also spot some spelling mistakes in the
advert or on the packaging.

Looking at photos from official sellers can help when making comparisons, and
it’s important to only buy products from reputable sellers.

If you have purchased a counterfeit item, there are some steps you can take to
try and get your money back. You're legally entitled to a full refund on fake
goods within 30 days of your purchase. If it’s been over 30 days since you paid,
but less than six months, the seller can provide you with a real version of the
item first. If they can't, then they’re legally required to give you a full refund.

If you paid more than six months ago, you’re only entitled to a part-refund
based on how much you’ve used the item and how long you’ve had it.

Sometimes sellers might refuse to refund you, and argue the items were
obviously fake because they were very cheap, but they’re breaking the law by
selling them and your legal rights still apply.

If this happens and you paid by debit card, contact your bank and ask to use the
‘chargeback scheme’. If you paid by credit card and the item cost less than
£100, you can ask to use the same scheme.

If you paid by credit card and the item cost between £100 and £30,000, tell your
credit card company you want to make a ‘section 75’ claim to get your money
back. To report counterfeit goods or get help getting your money back, contact
the Citizens Advice Consumer Service. You can also report a seller to Trading
Standards, which investigates criminal activity.
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Horse Logging

Tree & Hedge Maintenance

Health Report & Advice

Tree Felling (only as last resort) ,/
NPTC quahﬁed - fully insured u' ’

‘v

Traditional Oak Carpentry

Conservation and Construction

New Homes

Extensions
Garden Frames
| Structural Repairs
Historic Reports
Design Service

www.traditionaloakcarpentry.couk 01449 768817

12



9TH
MAY

WETHERINGSETT
COMMUNITY
COLOUR RUN

IN AID OF
FRIENDS OF WETHERINGSETT PRIMARY SCHOOL
REGISTERED CHARITY: 1216838
Saturday 9th May at 10am

Wetheringsett Village Hall Playing Field, IP14 5P)
£10 per adult, £5 per child

Run, walk or toddle around an obstacle course whilst being
splashed with paint powder!

Free goody bag including protective sunglasses!

To book or for more information
scan the QR code or go to:

https://pta.events/wetheringsettcolourrun
Email: wetheringsettcolourrun@gmail.com

13




Are you looking for something fun Q $% g&%@% @ Q % Q

to do with your dog? Come and try | % KELLYS CRAFTY CORNER L
HABERDASHERY
Hoopers %

( 2 Chancery Lane, Debenham, IP14 6RN %

An exciting new canine sport For all your haberdashery needs
suitable for every shape & size of //?‘We sell fabric, wool buttons, ribbons,i

dogs from 6mths old i crafting kits and so much more! %
Nervous or Reactive dogs %} We host
welcome too 1-1 group workshops, WW%

; B parties at Crafty Coryw/ror
Beginners classes .and 1-2-1 .held/ata/ Lomof your %
lessons now available at

Brockford Sidings Dog Park % 17ZGet in tou‘:ht;enq:'rez ) g
Fully Insured and Accredited Canine 01728 598 550 / 07835 450 28

Hoopers UK (CHUK) Instructor. i OPENING HOURS /?\
For details and to book please Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday i

call or WhatsApp Sue on - 9am — 4pm

07748 587 131 or email— o Kelly’s Crafty Corner @ @kellys craftycorner,

fullsteamdogs@gmail.com Q o ﬂ% /ﬁ%g\% & Q

Providing Personal Care [l» I RVLITH,T-Y-Yo B 10 RV7 14 R
in your own Home

Personal Care
Dementia Care

Respite Care Requesta @
Help Around the Brochure or book

House an appointment

on 01449 763086

Day Trips Special o T

Occasions

We only employ people who love to care.

A MyCare

Supporting Independent Living

Recruiting
NOW!
We need
exceptional
people who
love to
care
www.mycare-athome.co.uk

14



Wetheringsett cum Brockford Parish Council
Report of meeting held 9 March 2026

Community Litter Pick — please note the date of the Litter Pick has been
changed to Saturday 11 April 2026, meet 9.15am at Wetheringsett Village
Hall for a 9.30am start. Volunteers Welcome. Equipment supplied, please
bring your own gloves.

Ducks Cross Sign — with the help of ClIr Stuart Wyse a Ducks Crossing sign will
be placed along Wetherup Street. The sign has been gifted to Wetherup
Street residents. It is hoped this will encourage motorists to slow down to
protect the families of ducks and ducklings in the area of the pond.

Solar Speed Sign, Wetherup St/Park Green — parish councillors recorded
their thanks to all those residents that responded to the council’s request for
comments on placing the new solar speed sign. Following consideration the
Council agreed to locate it at the east end of Wetherup Street in the vicinity
of the current mobile speed camera. The mobile camera will be moved to
the Park Green/Station Road location.

Bus Service Improvement Plan — This service would be with the aid of grant
funding from Suffolk CC/SuffolkonBoard. The council is required, as a
condition of funding, to demonstrate to SuffolkonBoard that a service would
be well supported by local residents as well as show continued support at
minimal cost once grant funding had been spent. Residents have until 31
March to respond to the Parish Council’s request for comments as to
whether a bus service through Wetheringsett village would be used. Many
thanks to those that have already responded.

Wetheringsett Summer_ Fete, Saturday 27 June 2026 — Mrs Susannah
Howard (Chair of the Fete Committee) attended the meeting to inform the
council of preparations for the summer fete. Following the success of last
year’s summer solstice event, Councillors welcomed the news the fete had
been reinstated into the Wetheringsett annual calendar of events. A request
for a funding contribution from the Parish Council to the cost of the event
was made. Councillors agreed a contribution of £900.

Resignation — sadly resignation from the Council was received from Mrs
Lizzie Drury. Many thanks were recorded to Lizzie for her work and
contribution to the council over the last number of years, this has been very
much appreciated.

Date of next meeting: Monday 13 April 2026, 7pm at Wetheringsett Village
Hall. All Welcome.

15



Marcel Wulfert

Reliable and experienced handyman,
carpenter and plumber based in
Wetheringsett.

Whether it's minor repairs,
full renovations, or custom carpentry,

Marcel,s Pm here to help.

GERMAN-ENGINEERED Get in touch for a quote:
SOLUTIONS %, 07377 993 733

“marcelwulfert04@gmail.com

CRARKRHRK

Vil

CRACLACA

% 9
lage Hal

<

Bookings available x
at weekends, ;
evenings
and holiday
periods

Please contact Sue
Stannard
01449 767752

Rates for hire of the Village Hall are: -
£12.00 an hour

£50.00 for half a day (up to 5 hours) and
£120.00 for a full day (incl. the evening)




Debenham Shed

Community projects recently completed or planned
include ten owl boxes for the Barn Owl Support
Group; an improved arrangement for holding
crosses at Debenham’s war memorial; and a new
stage surround at Eye Bank theatre (completed). We are also undertaking
some Kintsugi repairs to broken crockery for a customer (see photo).

4

Our provisional dates for Saturday workshops in 2026

are as follows, 10am-2pm:

. 11 April and 13 June: Introduction to Fusion 360
and 3D printing

. May (date to be fixed): metal casting
and metal forge work

. 11 July: candle making

Also workshops for willow weaving and spinning, dates
to be arranged. Contact us at
events@debenhamshed.org.uk or on the numbers
below if you are interested. Normal charges are £5 for

members, £10 for non-members, to cover materials.
Debenham Shed is at 2 Fields Farm, Low Road (IP14 6BJ). We are
open on Monday mornings 9am-12pm, Fridays 10am-5pm and normally
the second Saturday morning of each month. Membership by the year, half-year or PAYG. Chairman:
Rob Davies 07952 556152 Treasurer: Tony Hutt 07906 614328. Visit our website at
www.debenhamshed.org.uk (sign up to newsletters on the Contact page) Email
info@debenhamshed.org.uk . Like our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/DebenhamShed.
Registered Charity 1212367

What is Debenham Shed? A place to make things by yourself, with guidance or with others. It could be in
metal, cloth, wood or plastic. We have lots of tools and materials. You may want to repair or make
new—the limit is your imagination. It is also for social connecting and friendship building, sharing skills
and knowledge, and of course a lot of laughter. Debenham shed is open to all adults. 17



http://www.debenhamshed.org.uk
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http://www.facebook.com/DebenhamShed

Pet Photography and Digital art
Transform any photo

Watercolour, Pencil Sketch
Oil Painting

Restore damaged

photos

call John, 07961224515

jfoximaging@gmail.com

¢ SEOrE NCHOUBEEE

SPECIALISTS IN -

| PERIOD PROPERTY
. RESTORATION

B renovalion work. all repaird. |
/ WY alreraflon,d convensdions,
3 \

ng. decoration etc!

o SR Bacton.
(0449) 781575 =
Complele Bujlding; Service )

Debenham & District

Need help with
your PC?
Friendly advice & training

Repairs & upgrades
No fix, no fee
Windows — Web — Email
Microsoft Word & Excel expert
Home network — WiFi — TV links
At your Home or Business
Phone Chris on
0757 069 5279
email: info@ubestree.co.uk
www.ubestree.co.uk

18




Townsland Trust

Heating Oil Support — Wetheringsett Town & Church Trust

: With the recent spike in heating oil prices, the Wetheringsett Town &
= Church Trust is offering small grants to help local residents who may be
= struggling with the cost of heating their homes.

® The Trust is a local charity set up specifically to support residents of
= Wetheringsett-cum-Brockford when financial hardship arises.

= If you live in Wetheringsett-cum-Brockford and are finding it difficult to
E meet the increased cost of heating oil, you are encouraged to apply.

EA/I enquiries will be treated with utmost confidentiality

E To request further information or an application, please contact the
» Wetheringsett Town & Church Trust via the clerk: -
lynne.cockerton@btopenworld.com

P is for Paddy — a celebration evening

" Alittle taste of Ireland came to Wetheringsett on Saturday

| 14™ March when the Village Hall was festooned with
~shamrocks for an early celebration of St Patricks Day.

" After a hot Irish Stew, the audience settled down to stories
about St Patrick and past celebrations in Dublin, plus some

= | very funny vintage footage of the comedian, Dave Allen.

" The main event was a performance of Irish folk music by
Bryan and Jamie McNerney, the former perhaps better known as a TV historian.
The duo was undeterred by some early hiccups with the sound system and
went on to give a rousing performance of traditional Irish folk music, some of it
unaccompanied.

The aim of the event was to raise money towards creating a bar area in the
village hall, and several cans of Guinness and glasses of wine were drunk to
further this cause!

Thanks to the Village Hall Committee for organising the event, and
to the performers for a very enjoyable evening. It was a great
opportunity for people to gather together and hopefully there will
be similar events in the future.

19
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Your local

flooring experts in

Hollis Flooring

Wetheringsett

&

Hollis Flooring Ltd
www.hollisflooring.co.uk
We supply a large range of floor coverings including:
Carpet, Wood, Sisal, Vinyl & LVT

Damp testing and latex options also available
for sub-floor preparations

Please call or email for a free Measure / Estimate or Samples

Phone :01449 541988
Debbie : 07539 154814
Craig :07903 955225

craig@hollisflooring.co.uk

ZU




The New Wetheringset+?

We recently spent 4 days on a train from |
Toronto to Vancouver. The train stopped
only 4 times and we saw about 2bn trees |
each day, till we got near the Rockies.
Canada is a huge country with a small
population - like about 50 people in the
whole of Suffolk.

We could not work out why the two cities had areas with dense high-rise flats,
but decided it might be our Prime ministers dream, so plan to put in a planning
application like this, opposite Hockey Hill.

Worry not; planning details and building regs take as long here as there that we
shall all have passed by this world before anything is more than 2stories high.
We liked the country and the people - they have not too much good to say
about the Americans, and less about Trump!

We go abroad to appreciate our own country, - as usual! AJA March '26.

Baster Bunny Jokes to make you smile!

What did the Easter Bunny say to the carrot? Nice gnawing you.
Why didn't the bunny hop? No bunny knows.

What should you do to prepare for all the Easter treats? Eggs-ercise!
What happens if you get married at Easter?  You live hoppily ever after.
What does the Easter Bunny say when it burps? Eggs-cuse me!

adehe ed@he edshHe
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH
WETHERINGSET T-CUM-BROCKFORD

Coffee Mornings
Wednesdays 10:30—12:00
with the usual scruwuny spread

Short Morning Pravers precede coffee mornings at
10.00aumv invthe hospitality aweow
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MPD TANKS LTD

Steel and Plastic oil tanks installed

Fully Insured

Telephone: -

Mendlesham
01449 767820
07708 395 889




Hockey Hill Trees

| have been following the newsletter
thread on the trees of Hockey Hill, and the
suggestion that they might be cut down.

| am very against any cutting down. | have
a very established oak in my own garden
that | planted as an acorn in my parents'
garden when | was 11 years-old. When it
started to push the garden shed over, |
had to move it to Suffolk, where it then
thrived.

Driving down Hockey Hill recently (19
March), | was shocked at the state of the
trees at the top, on the left. Rather than cutting them down, | strongly
recommend that the ivy be removed from them. It may already need a
chainsaw, but if left unattended then it will ultimately kill the trees, after
which they really will become a problem. All someone needs to do is re-
move a length from the ivy stem from near the base, and then keep an
eye open for any future growth.

| have done this many times elsewhere, but no longer own a chainsaw.
Towny Proctor

WETHERINGSETT CUM BROCKFORD COMMUNITY LITTER PICK

PLEASE NOTE THE DATE OF THE LITTER PICK HAS BEEN CHANGED TO
SATURDAY 11 APRIL 2026

MEET AT WETHERINGSETT VILLAGE HALL AT 9.15am FOR A 9.30am START

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED AND VERY WELCOME
Children to be accompanied by adults

Equipment Supplied — Please bring your own gloves

Quote of the montiv

Strong minds discuss ideas, average minds discuss events,
weak minds discuss people.
Socrates

23



https://quotefancy.com/socrates-quotes

S.C.CLIFFORD
PAINTER & DECORATOR

* INTERIOR/EXTERIOR « PRIVATE & COMMERCIAL

9 Stowmarket Road FREE
Stonham Aspal ESTIMATES

Stowmarket
Suffolk IP14 6AB

Tel: STOWMARKET (01449) 711369

Laura Beardsell-Moore
Fine Ant
Pet Portraits
in QOils

+ POWER SWEEP METHOD USED FOR A
MORE THOROUGH CLEAN THAN A BRUSH

Hand painted by a professionally . FULLY INSURED
. D \
trained artist with 20+ years . INSURANCE RECOGNISED CERTIFICATES
experience. ISSUED ON EVERY SWEEP
S ) . GOLD MASTER MEMBER OF GUILD OF
Each oil painting is meticulously MASTER CHIMNEY SWEEPS
crafted, capturing the unique spirit . ALL CHIMNEYS, WOOD/MULTI FUEL BURN-
of your pets and loved ones. ERS, AGA, BOILER FLUES SWEPT
. BIRD GUARDS FITTED
Tel: 07534 424591

Email: Laura@lbm-art.com

www.laurabeardsellmoore.com TEL: (01359) 232335
Brockford Green, Wetheringsett EMAIL: ecosweep@live.com

24
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the Parish Council is organising its Annual Commuygis

Meet at the Village Hall %L?‘%"-: s

9:15am for a 9:30am start ﬂ;;ﬁ_ﬁ

_ , _ & Wt
Equipment will be provided ™ [N

please bring your own gloves

VOLUNTEERS WOULD BE MUCH

Children to be accompanied
by an adult

(ﬁ REFRESHMENTS IN THE VILLAGE HALL 4

We look forward to seeing you all there

.8 ym .- TN A
- A :.
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® KIRSTEN'S

Domiciliary Care and Support

( i
J Our Services

f Personal Care Service
CARERS Live in Care
Yt AVAMBLE End of Life Care
Dementia Support
Companionship
Medication Administratio

ABOUT US

Providing you with the right support at the

01359 242046 »‘ right time. in the way that you deserve.
WWWKIRSTENSCARECOUK oo Soomigrmvomanin o

For a FREE Care assessment contact
Kirsten@kirstenscare.co.uk or 01359 242046




Mid-Suffolk
Light Railway

Museum

MID SUFFL 01449 766899
LIGHT RAILWAY

www.mslr.org.uk

A BUSY PROGRAMME OF ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES AT THE MID-
SUFFOLK LIGHT RAILWAY IN 2026

The Mid-Suffolk Light Railway has announced that 2026 will be a very busy year for
both arrivals and departures of engines as the railway ensures that there will be a
variety of engines in service throughout the running season.

Arriving in time for the Easter|
reopening of the line will be the
R2 class 0-4-0 saddle tank

locomotive No. 1370, May .

In June the very first Railbus ever
to operate at the Middy will arriv
on loan from the East Anglia
Railway Museum at Chappel and

Wakes Colne station Essex.

John Durrant the Mid-Suffolk
railway’s Locomotive Manager said: “This is a very important arrival at the railway.
Despite the original Middy being a completely steam operated only railway, up to
the closure of the line in 1952. This railbus demonstrates what might have been,
as it operated on the branch line of the region in the 1960s.”

“Our visitors will this June therefore have the opportunity to experience what might
have been, as they take a trip to Aspall Halt aboard E79963 and speculate that this
is what the Middy would have been like if it had survived into the 1960s.”

The Chairman of the Mid-Suffolk Light Railway lan Meigh said: “2026 is an
extremely important year for the Middy with a number of significant developments.
H, We always strive to provide a variety of
TR T traction for our visitors to enjoy. It is
& !@. | . something we are known for and this

1 (= 8 year we will achieve that with the mix of
| four different steam engines in service,
plus the railbus, a first.

Details of operating days and ticket
= prices are available from the railways’
website www.mslr.org.uk

For further information please contact
t Peter Singlehurst 07963935410
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Wednesday 15t April

Thursday 2" April
Maundy Thursday

Friday 3 April
Good Friday

Saturday 4t April
Easter Eve
Sunday 5% April

Easter Day

Sunday 12t April
The 2™ Sunday of Easter

Sunday 19 April
The 3rd Sunday of Easter

Sunday 26t April
The 4% Sunday of Easter

South Hartismere Benefice

Thornham Parva

Wortham
Fressingfield

Gislingham
Gislingham

Thorndon

Thornham Parva

Mellis
Stoke Ash

Thorndon
Thornham Parva
Gislingham

Thornham Magna
Wetheringsett
Yaxley

APRIL 2026

7.00pm

11.00am
7.00pm

2.00pm
3.00pm

7.30pm

10.30am

10.30am
10.30am

10.30am
10.30am
3.00pm

10.30am
10.30am
10.30am

Sung Compline

Deanery Service
Deanery Service

Stations of the Cross
Good Friday Liturgy

Easter Eve Holy Communion

Benefice Holy Communion

Worship for All
Holy Communion

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
God and Play

Mattins
Welcome to Worship for All
Holy Communion

Telephone Church BCP Holy Communion is on Thursdays at 11.00am
(Not on 2 April)

Contact:

Reverend Debbie Nicholls — Rector

rev.d.nicholls@gmail.com 07762 116 335

https://lwww.facebook.com/groups/SouthHartismereChurches/
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Apnl 2026 Newsletter

B [n June 2017, twenty-nine Coptic Christians, on a bus travelling
to a monastery in Egypt, were murdered by Islamist terrorists.

Archbishop Angaelos, Coptic Orthodox Bishop of London,

issued a public statement. Two years earlier, following the killing

of a group of Ethiopian Christians in Libya, he had called for

& prayer and forgiveness for the perpetrators. Now he went even

further, in words addressed directly to the killers:

“You are loved. You are loved by God as your creator... You are
loved by me, and millions like me, not for what you do, but
' because we believe in transformation...”

It was a remarkable refusal to be drawn into hatred or despair. And, strangely, it came back
into my mind as the Epstein scandal unfolded.

The Epstein case was truly awful. The fear and degradation experienced by his victims is
unimaginable - inflicted on them by men with great wealth, and an even greater sense of
personal entittement. Universal condemnation is entirely appropriate. Yet there was
something about the tone of the public debate that caused me concern. | think it was the
sense that some of the public figures who commented were enjoying this opportunity to
parade their moral outrage. It can’t always be much fun being in public life: your policies or
motives constantly held up to suspicion or ridicule by your critics. So how understandable,
once in a while, to rejoice in an issue on which you can express strong views, knowing you
will receive moral support by all right-thinking people - understandable, but a million miles
away from the open-hearted love expressed by Archbishop Angaelos.

It's a million miles, also, from the message of Easter. Easter, to use Archbishop Angaelos’s
phrase, is the celebration of transformation: a world of grief and loss is transformed into one
of joy and hope; a world where might is right, is transformed into one in which the
powerless have a say alongside the strong. It is a world in which God’s love transforms
everything.

| have just (in early March) heard the first in a series of broadcast Lent Talks on BBC Radio
4. This one was given by the head of a charity working with homelessness and deprivation
in Wigan. Avoiding making judgements, she said, was vital in her work: it was irrelevant

whether her clients were just unlucky, or had brought misfortune on themselves.
She concluded:

“Jesus does not save the world by deciding who deserves mercy. He saves it by giving
mercy freely... Resurrection does not belong to the deserving; it belongs to the wounded”

| think Archbishop Angaelos might agree.

“Alleluia, the Lord is Risenl
He is Risen indeed! Alleluia.”

(Rev'd) Alan Harding
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| Brockford Sidinggs Dogy Pk

A fun and secure place to exercise your dogs in the countryside!
I Bring your own dogs’ toys or make use of our supplied agility |
equipment.
Park inside the field so no need for a lead! Shelter for rain cover
and a clean water tap for dog bowls and washing your dog off
also available.

Bookings online only at:
www.brockforddogpark.co.uk

Location: Brockford Sidings, Brockford Green, [P14 sNN

D.I. ALSTON LTD.

THE CEDAERS, CEDARS HILT, EROCEFORD. IP14 5P0Q

OFFICE AND WORKSHOP LETS

SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
(20FT. £100 PCM 1nc. VAT)

BROCKFORD SIDINGS HOLIDAY LETS
BROCKFORD CAMPSITE
DOG EXERCISE PARK

FOE. ALT ENQUIRIES CONTACT:
TONY ALSTON

01449 766231
dialstonltd @outlock com
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Wetheringsett
Manor
School News

&

<A | %J it T
Wetherlngsett Manor School hgs ényosfed R By
vibrant and inspiring Spring Term, filled with
hands-on learning, exciting opportunities and
proud achievements across the whole school
community.

Students have taken part in a wide range of
careers activities and work experience
placements this term, including mechanics, farming, hairdressing, feline care and
working with the Dog Squad. Careers trips included a visit to the Norfolk Festival
of Knowledge, where pupils explored emerging industries through interactive
workshops and talks. In school, we welcomed visitors from the NHS, the RAF
Police, the Magistrates Service and a local farmer who brought along a tractor for
students to explore.
m‘w WQ@‘ Students also enjoyed a Traitors-inspired
World Book Day workshop with Fay Greaves,
building confidence in communication and
debate.
Our work experience programme continues to
grow, with placements in mechanics, farming,
hairdressing, feline care and animal handling.
The Student Council has also been active,
raising £70 through their tuck shop to support
a student 10k run for Suffolk Mind, helping
push his total to £416 of £450. Another
student is completing a Swimathon for Marie Curie and is already over halfway to
his £250 target. Council members also met with the Parish Council to begin
planning their involvement in the Wetheringsett Summer Fete.

We are celebrating Tracey Chaplin, who has been invited to Buckingham Palace
for her work on the Duke of Edinburgh Award, and Kay, who has now moved on
to become Head Teacher at our sister school Abbey Gardens after years of
shaping our school community.

[N R



We're by your side
every step of the way

V Jones

ate,
Y ing you to €€
IR gweno\late .
(s ur to do \|S‘\'.‘.

. o fem
al"\d “Ck OH y ¢ Home Visits * Personal Touches
. * Funeral Finance e Pre-paid Funeral Plans
Ower 20 years expperemce | | o pirect Cremation o Bereavement Support Groups
. e Affordable Choices  and Resources
Please contaCt Vlnce on “ Victori_aRoad, Exchange Street,
07389 808982 or -# Rosedale ", i
. . FUNERAL HOME  24hrTel: 24hr Tel:
vjonescarpentry@gmail.com Aoy bsins,ve el ks o i 01379 01379

www.rosedalefuneralhome.couk 640810 853999

R, 07746 213 000 & gesuffolk@gmail.com & www.suffolkge.com

h|S.G.C.

Suffolk Groundworks & Construction Ltd

Based in Wetheringsett, near Stowmarket
we at S.G.C. Ltd are a reliable and
professional construction company
with high workmanship standards at
very competitive prices.

We undertake all types of building
works from patios to new build
properties from start to finish.

v Groundworks
v Landscaping
+ Hardscaping
v Renovations
+ Extensions

v New Build

If you're looking to start a project no matter on the size please get in touch and see how we can help you.
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mailto:vjonescarpentry@gmail.com

Friends of Suffolk

 Debenham Library

Community Libraries
., Monthly Book Group: residents of Debenham and surrounding
villages have expressed interest in a new monthly book group for
adults. This will start in the Spring at Debenham Library, first Wednesday of the
month 10:30AM - 12:00PM. To register your interest, please contact Maureen on

)

07507 802360 or ask at the library.
Y Spring into Reading
‘Spring into Reading’ Book Bingo sheets are now ADULT’S BOOK BINGO

available to adults and children from our libraries, to | o v oo
inspire everyone to find new books to read and have | o v hriie Foin
. . suggested by ~ collection book

fun in the process! Bingo Sheets can be collected Lo i e
from any library but you can also download them

; ; ; Yo hover | |GrgEI | GOTSRMINS G ot
from our website via the Year of Reading pages. Each | % d SR
sheet has 12 reading challenges to find and fill in. For

Complete the bingo card and retur to your local library for a
chance to win a prize!

example, ‘find and read a book set in another world’ | ggse W& plfthean  pimeeri™®
or ‘find and read a book with a one-word title’. =

Completed Bingo sheets can be returned for a chance | ware  suffoik | Psuftolk
to win book prizes each month (to 30 November). ::,y e %

Reading Quest returns for Summer 2026 with a new
theme and illustrations. Local children's book author and illustrator, Matt
Robertson, has created a set of six Curious Creatures for Summer 2026. Our six
animals are detectives or villains and are looking for fun in the library this
summer—we aim to encourage families to set their own reading goals and take
part in fun activities. Families can collect their Case File book when they sign up
for Reading Quest and can visit the library as often as they like across the summer
to collect stickers for their book

Books, DVDs, WiFi, Computers, Printing/photocopying/scanning, CDs and
audiobooks, downloadable films/music/audiobooks/ebooks, free reservations. The
room is available for hire outside opening hours.

School Corner, Debenham IP14 6PL (next to the Primary School).
Opening hours:

Tuesday: 0930 am —1300 pm Wednesday: 1500 —1930 pm
Saturday: 0900 am —1300 pm Sunday: 1200 —1600 pm

Email:debenham.library@suffolklibraries.co.uk n n
Facebook: DebenhamLibraryAndFriends

Tel: 01728 587102

www.suffolkcommunitylibraries.co.uk/libraries/debenham/
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Located on Cedars Hill, Wetheringsett.

" Hairdresser, beautician, barber and aesthetician.
Highly experienced in all women’s haircutting,
colouring, perming, styling and extensions,
children’s hair and barbering. Offering a vast array;«w
of other treatments including dermal fillers, anti /
wrinkle injections .

| TEE:
01449 768809/ 07837608444.£




Wetheringsett Manor School

We invest time with each individual child to recognise and understand their
learning needs so that we can put in place the right support package.
Trust is the core of our education provision at Wetheringsett Manor, we have
a focus on building strong relationships between individual students, teachers
and the wider school community.

If you require further information please call: - 01449 703935

Polley SWimming

Private one-to-one swimming lessons nr Wetheringsett
For all ages and abilities
30 min sessions
Available on weekday evenings and weekends
Experienced, STA Qualified, CRB checked and Insured
Call 07910 376 906 or
Email theswimteacher@yahoo.com for details

Do you have anything 'fo say? Any thoughts you would like to share
with the rest of us— or just something you would like to
'get o#f your chest'
Please send your thoughts about any of the articles in the newslet-
ter - or any other matter, to wetheringsettnews@gmail.com

(Please refer to Disclaimer on page 2)
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I'he Hair Studio at Mendlesham Ltd

BEV & KIRSTY

FORMERLEY CURL UP & DYE

WE ARE BOTH FULLY QUALIFIED WITH OVER 40

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE BETWEEN US

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE AND PERSONAL ATTENTION
IN ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRDRESSING

PERMS: COLOURS: HI-LITES:
CASUAL PUT-UPS WEDDING HAIR: RESTYLES Etc

FOR ALL THE FAMILY AT UNBEATABLE PRICES

EASY OFF ROAD PARKING

ALL DEBIT/CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

FOR ALL ADVICE AND APPOINTMENTS

CALL US ON 01449 766977

OR VISIT US AT
Ropers Farm, Church Road, Mendlesham, IP14 5SF

www . hairstudioatmendlesham.co.uk



Michael Brame
60 Pretyman Avenue, Bacton, IP 14 4NY

“A” rated UPVC windows, doors and conservatories
with ‘A’ rated installation ‘C’ rated prices

Complete replacement of fascias, soffits,
guttering and downpipes

Needing quotes for any of the above?
Contact Michael on

01449 781533 mob. 07931 784470

TAYLORMADE KITCHENS
BEDROOMS ~ BATHROOMS

Traditional to Ultramodern

Standard sizes or Bespoke
(Plywood carcase option)

Granite, Quartz, Timber,
Corian or Laminate worktops

Most makes of appliances

Built-in wardrobes

¥

Large range of bathroom
suites and showers

Professional, Meticulous Installations or supply only
Tel: 01728 860856 Mob: 07860 602317 ~ taylormadekitchens.neil@gmail.com
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Village defibrillators

There are 2 defibrillators in the
village: one at the entrance to
the village hall and one on the
external wall next to the large
gates at Greenacres Park, Mill
Lane. They are both easily
accessed and in well lit areas,
& | with instructions on how to use
# them next to them.

ADVERTISING RATES
for the Wetheringsett-Cum-Brockford Newsletter

A5 Full Page 11 Issues -£100.00 5lssues - £ 50.00
A5 Half Page 11 Issues -£ 50.00 5lssues - £ 25.00
A5 Quarter Page 11 lIssues -£ 40.00 5lssues - £ 20.00
Back cover 11 Issues -£150.00 5lissues - £ 75.00
RING Bernie Grindlay on 07745 503967
bernadette.grindlay@sky.com
WE WELCOME NEW ADVERTISERS

s Uffo k Ipswich Mobile Library
Route 7

Community Libraries

7H Brockford Street  Old Griffin 1230 - 1240
71 Wetheringsett Hockey Hill 1345 - 1400

Email: rachel.berry@suffolk.gov.uk
Telephone: 07749935950 07549935949

Calling every 4 weeks on Thursdays
Next visit: Thursday 2nd April



mailto:help@suffolklibraries.co.uk?subject=Mobile%20library%20enquiry

WETHERINGSETT PARISH COUNCILLORS
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P
CLASSICS

MOT TESTING STATION

MOT testing
in Wetheringsett at MPA

All cars and light vans up to 3T
Testing by appointment

Ring Michael to book your test

Tel: 01449 767070

Classic car restoration, ===
service and repatr. @

Email: mpaclassics@hotmail.com
Tel: 01449 767070

Unit 2, Old Station Yard, Station Road, Wetheringsett, IP14 5QJ
Next door to Mid Suffolk Light Railway Museum
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